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State of the churches—Their claims 
for further aid. 


Maulmain, May 22, 1857. — The trav- 
elling season has passed away, and the 
rains are again upon us. Though no 
appropriation had been made for trav- 
elling, 1 managed to keep in the jungle 
about half of the travelling season, and 
should have done so the rest had I not 
been detained at home by, the pro- 
tracted sickness of Mrs. Hibbard. The 
funds used for this purpose were re- 
ceived from the Maulmain Baptist 
church, for supplying their pulpit once 
in two weeks on Sabbath evenings. I 
have thus visited the most of the 
churches, and preached among the sur- 
rounding heathen as I had opportunity ; 
continuing my work till the frequent 
showers in the jungle, together with the 
heat, rendered it unsafe to be out longer. 
As it was, I brought home a fever with 
me from the last tour; but was relieved 
of it in a few days. 

The churches are hardly in so pros- 
perous a condition as last year. The 
baptisms were less than one third as 


assistants ” begins to tell upon the pros- 
perity of the cause. With one half or 
one third of what was paid these assist 
ants three or four years ago we could 
get on very well, even better, perhaps, 
than if the whole were paid them. The 
change has been too rapid from a boun- 
tiful salary to nothing; there has not 
been sufficient time to educate the peo- 
ple to giving. They had been nursed 
too long themselves to turn around at 
once and become nursing fathers to their 
pastors. The consequence is, that but 
few of the pastors receive support, and 
the others are obliged to leave the word 
of God to serve their own tables. Not 
that even one of them has given up the 
work entirely; but they have to work 
more or less for their own support and 
then do the work of the Lord as they 
may be able. Hence the result. Fewer 
conversions and more discipline. Other 
adverse influences might be mentioned 
still more operative, but I forbear. 

While you will sorrow at so unfavora- 
ble a report of the churches, | rejoice 
rather that it is so favorable. It might 
have been worse ; and would have been, 
but for the good favor of God. The 
present state of things is better than our 
fears one year ago. I feel confident 
that these churches will live. They are 


many. ‘No appropriation for native 
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trees planted of our Heavenly Father. 
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Normal and theological schools. 


Mr. Hibbard proceeds to speak of the 
echools at Maulmain, connected with the 
Mission, and of the reduction in this depart- 
ment also, consequent to the diminished sup- 
ply of funds. The normal school had been 
suspended the entire season. A small appro- 
priation had been made for it by the Execu- 
tive Committee, but the aggregate amount 
for both schools was inadequate to the wants 
even of the theological, which was thouglit 
to have the first claim. Four lads however 
were in a course of instruction, supported by 
local means. Of the theological school Mr. 
H. reports the number of pupils, at the time 
of writing, to be “ twenty-five * against some 
forty-eight last year.” 


The falling off is to be attributed 
wholly to the uncertainty as to funds. 
It seemed for a time that the school 
must be given up, or, as a last resort, 
removed to Bassein. The pupils there- 
fore, when dismissed at the end of last 
term, could not be confidently assured 
that there would be any school; or, if'a 
school, where it would be. And though 
funds were found, there was not time to 
circulate the fact before the present term 
commenced. Nor will it be possible to 
remove the unfortunate impression that 
has pone forth, as to the instability of the 
seminary, in less than a year, if so soon. 
It is most unfortunate, for there never 
was a time when such a school needed 
to be filled to the utmost capacity of the 
teachers as now. A_ bigher and still 
higher standard of intelligence is being 
constantly demanded by the increased 
numbers and intelligence of the people, 
and this demand must be supplied or 
disaster will be the result. 


Helping by prayer. 


You speak of the approaching annual 
meeting of the Union. ‘To-day, Friday, 
is the second day of that meeting. We 
have thought of you and all our brethren 
very much, not only during these four 
days but for many days past. We have 
also prayed often and fervently that the 
wisdom and grace of God might rest 
upon all our brethren at this anniver- 


© Subsequently increased to thirty-three. 


sary. We all met one evening at Mr. 
Bennett’s to entreat the blessing of the 
Father upon you ; and Tuesday evening 
and again last evening Dr. and Mra. 
Wade joined us at our house in a 
prayer-meeting for the same purpose. 
Morning and evening also as we have 
bowed around our family altar, have we 
remembered this meeting to pray for it. 
As I write these lines, the silent prayer 
goes up for the same blessing. I cannot 
believe that our prayers are unanswered, 


LETTER FROM DR. WADE. 


Karen Theological Seminary—Plea 
for its vigorous support. 


Maulmain, March 20, 1857.— You 
ask me what I advise with respect to my 
own position. To this I hardly know 
what to answer. IT have kept you in- 
formed from time to time of all the cir- 
cumstances of the Karen Theological 
Seminary. If you compare its progress 
with the varied influences which have 
wrought against it, 1 think you will be 
strikingly impressed with the conviction 
that it has been cherished and sustained 
by a divine and special Providence. I 
do not think God has thus sustained it 
for my sake at all, but for his own 
name’s sake; because it is an instrumen- 
taliry of special importance to the evan- 
gelization of the Karen tribes, and to 
the well-being of the Karen churches. 

No one having a knowledge of the 
nature of the work to be done among 
the Karens, can doubt for a moment 
that by far the greater part of it must be 
done by the native missionaries and 
pastors. The means of our Foreign 
Mission Societies are not, aol never 
will be, adequate to provide and sustain 
foreign pastors and evangelists in num- 
bers even approaching a sufficient sup- 
ply for the present and constanily 
increasing demands of the Karca Mis- 
sion for pastoral and itinerant labor. 
The means by which these demands are 
to be supplied, and the work yo on still 
widening in its sphere and improving in 
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its quality, are clearly indicated by di- 
vine Providence; — which points defi- 
nitely and unmistakably to a scripturally 
enlightened native ministry. 

The fact that a great number of young 
men in the Karen churches, at all the 
mission stations, have their minds di- 
rected to the work of the ministry, and 
are anxious to study the scriptures pre- 
paratory to that work, is remarkable ; 
and to my mind is a strong indication, 
not only that God intends to evangelize 
the Karen tribes chiefly through the 
agency of the native ministry, but that 
He is calling forth these young men to 
prepare for the work. And our wisdom 
is to work with Providence, not against 
it. 

It seems, almost, as if God were com- 
pelling us, by the embarrassed state of 
the mission treasury, either to relinquish 
the work or to adopt the above method 
of accomplishing it. Had all things 
gone on harmoniously in the méssion 
here and at home, and had the mission 
treasury allowed it, the Union would 
have continued increasing the number 
of its missionaries to do the work which 
Gol would have done in another way, 
ata much less expense, and, above all, 
in a way that would give the glory to 
Him to whom glory is due. Missiona- 
ries have received applause fur work 
done by native preachers; —our de- 
nomination has applauded itself for the 
great and good work which it is doing 
among the Karens, while, in general, 
their hearts have gone after their covet- 
ousness or their indulgences ;— 
but God has frowned, and said * It shall 
not be so.” Therefore hath He suffered 
the channels throngh which the silver 
and the gold flowed into the treasury, to 
be blocked up; and hath made it neves- 
sary for the Executive Committee to 
adopt a more simple, more economical 
and more efficient method of carrying 
out the work committed to their charge. 

In regard to the Karen Theological 
Seminary therefore, I would say, Sustain 
IT with teachers and pecuniary means, 
if you can sustain nothing else. The 
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suggestion of br. Bixby in the Macedo- 
nian, to endow the school, is very impor- 
tant, and will, | hope, receive encour- 
agement from the Rooms. 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 


Tour in Tharrawadi district — The 
church and pastor. 


Ilenthada, June 22.—More thin three 
months have passed since I have written 
you particularly concerning our work. 
Those three months have been months of 
toiland anxiety. In that time we have 
made one of our most important tours of 
the season —a tour to the north--astern 
part of the Tharrawadi district. Mr. 
Crawley and myself went in company. 
We went up the Lrrawadi aboat filty 
miles, and thence easterly quite across 
that province. About twenty miles east 
of the river we reached quite a large 
region of Karens,-— Kanyogwen,—where 
there is a church of about forty members, 
That is a church of much interest to me. 
It is the first church we founded in the 
Toarrawadi district. [baptized sevenreen 
Karens there, and organized the church 
of tweaty members late in’ the fall of 
1855. Four young men from this church 
are Low ia our normal school, studying 
with a view to the ministry. ‘The pastor, 
or asssistant, stationed there is a peculiar 
min. He can read and write in liffer- 
ently his own language ; and this is the 
sum of his learning. Ile, however, is 
perfectly familiar with the small cate- 
chism, and is possessed of an excelient 
judgment; he knows just what ought to 
be done for the churches and for the 
heathen in various places around. He 
isa man middle age, and has had 
ten or twelve years of Christian experi- 
ence. IT wish Teould regard this man as 
a fit subject for ordination. Is he not 
such ? 

Frome Kanyogwen, we went eastward 
still, about thirty miles, which brought 
us quite to the tops of the mountains 


which divide the Tharrawadi and Prome 
districts from that of Toungoo, and within 
two days’ walk of the latter province. 
To reach that point it was necessary for 
us to pass through the most unsafe part 
of British Burmah. But we experienced 
not the least injury, except from exces- 
sive fatigue and heat. 


Cordial salutation — Scenery. 


On arriving at the end of our journey 
we found ourselves on one of the highest 
peaks of the eastern Yoma mountains, 
and in the midst of scenes very strange 
and exciting. We stood before a long 
house or shed, supported on stilts varying 
from five to fifteen feet high. In this 
tay (long house) are, at least, ten fami- 
lies. In some of the tays are more than 
a hundred houses. On seeing the teach- 
ers (missionaries), all rushed forward to 
shake hands with us. This aroused the 
dogs, at least one to each family, which 
commenced a deafening roar. All this 
could not but frighten the younger chil- 
dren, who added not a little to the con- 
fusion. Then came the shaking of hands, 
which, with the people there, seemed to 
be regarded as an ordinance of the gos- 
pel,—a kind of “ laying on of the hands ” 
of the teachers. All were very desirous 
of receiving the ordinance ; even moth- 
ers would stretch out to us the tiny 
hands of their infants, though not yet 
five days old! But this is but one of 
many mistaken notions in regard to 
what belongs to the gospel among this 
people. 

We passed from this scene into the 
little chapel, from which a different, but 
not less strange and exciting scene met 
our eyes. The landscape was very grand 
and beautiful. At the foot of the moun- 
tains or hills, reposed the valley of the 
Irrawadi, which was bounded on the ex- 
treme west by the Arracanese, or west- 
ern Yoma mountains ;—while still nearer 
to us was a vast succession of hills, on 
one of the highest of which stood the 
frail chapel in which we were to admin- 
ister the ordinances of the gospel. Then, 
turaing our attention still nearer to our- 
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selves, almost beneath our feet, we 
looked far down upon the tops of tall 
teak trees waving majestically below us. 

There too is a church of nearly forty 
members, which, we trust, is but the first 
fruits of a rich harvest yet to be gathered 
from those mountains. 

We stopped on the mountains nearly 
a week, instructing more perfectly the 
disciples, and preaching to heathen. In 
one place not far from the church, an 
assistant has been stationed during the 
whole dry season, and not without pleas- 
ing results; but we thought it best not 
to baptize any at that time. In another 
place the people were willing to receive 
a teacher. 


Prospects south of Henthada. 


Before leaving the mountains, we sent 
two young men to explore the hills far to 
the south of Shaulau, where the church 
is. They spent about a month in this 
work, and found several tays ready to 
listen to the gospel. One tay has al- 
ready given up all for Christ, and at the 
time of our last advices the inhabitants 
of another tay were ready to do the 
same. Thus the gospel has gained 
admission into at least three or four 
places upon those mountains. But our 
great necessity is men — men who can 
live in that climate. I am happy to say 
that our prospects are now more flatter- 
ing. God has seemed to raise up one 
man who has ever lived upon those 
mountains, a man of middle age, and of 
much spiritual enlightenment, who al- 
ready takes the charge of the Shaulau 
church. Three young men from the 
same church are now in our school, pre- 
paring to preach the gospel in places 
where men from the plains can with great 
difficulty live. In such men centre our 
hopes of evangelizing the Karens among 
those hills. 


Building a chapel and dormitory— 
Schools. 


We returned from east of the Irra- 
wadi in March, about the time when, if 
ever, our missionary brethren try to take 
a little recreation. But there was no 
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time for us to recreate, for our house was 
literally and rapidly rotting down. It 
was to be repaired, out-buildings to be 
rebuilt. And if we were to do any- 
thing for this field, buildings were to be 
erected to accommodate a normal school. 
We determined to build a permanent 
chapel; then, if our house should fall 
down, we could retreat to that building. 
We must also undertake to build a new 
Karen dormitory. These buildings we 
commenced when we had hardly enough 
money to support our families for a fort- 
night. We commenced the work and 
carried it on to completion, without using 
a cent of the money of the Union. 
God has helped us by the liberality both 
of his people and of the people of the 
world. 

We are, therefore, now surrounded by 
a large school of young men and women, 
and by Christian and heathen visitors. 
We have more than we can possibly do. 
Our jungle schools are being carried on 
more vigorously this year than ever be- 
fore. We are hoping for a large increase 
to our churches during the coming dry 
season. Since our associational meeting, 
twenty-five Karens have been baptized, 
making in all, since last October, one 
hundred and twenty-five. 


ASSAM MISSION. 
LETTERS FROM MR. DANFORTH. 


Pravalence of cholera—Christ the 
refuge of the believer. 


Gowahati, June 24.— Some time ago 
I wrote you, informing you of my return 
to Gowahati. Since that, for three months 
the cholera has raged here fearfully. 
In the city alone I should fancy nearly 
or quite eight hundred of the inhabitants 
have fallen victims to it. Nor has it been 
confined so much to the lower classes as 
formerly. All, both Europeans and na- 
tives, have suffered. The very air 
seemed impregnated with the poison, so 
that we could tell by our own feelings 
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were much more numerous in dull, cloudy 
days than in clear ones. 

How many have passed into eternity 
who were almost persuaded to become 
Christians, we do not know. One in- 
stance, however, is worthy of notice. 
Before I went to Sibsagor, a respectable 
native, connected with the court here, 
was in the habit of sending his nephew 
to me to borrow books toread. He read 
them, returned them, and took more. 
Thus he continued to do until he had 
read nearly every book we had. About 
this time I went to Sibsagor, and heard 
no more of him until my return, when I 
received a very kind letter from bim, 
written in a Christian style, stating how 
sorry he was when he heard that I had 
gone to Sibsagor, and how rejoiced he 
was to hear that I had returned, and 
he wanted another book. I sent him the 
book, and asked him to call on me. His 
nephew said he would do so, as soon as 
there was a holiday. I was encouraged 
by the tone of the letter, and also by 
what his nephew said about him, and 
resolved to improve the first opportunity 
toseek an interview with him. 

A few days more passed, and _ his 
nephew came and told me he was dead. 
He was seized with cholera in the night, 
and died in a few hours. His nephew 
said he wished to see me when he was 
taken ill, but it being night they could 
not send me word. On inquiry, I 
learned that he had not worshipped 
idols for two years, that he prayed to 
Christ, and that he was constantly in 
the habit of reading our books; that 
when ridiculed for doing so, he said 
they were true and he should read them ; 
and that, when dying, he called on Christ, 
and not on Krishnu or Ram. Whatever 
may have been the state of this man, it 
is cheering to know that there are men 
among this people who are looking at 
the subject of Christianity. 


Hopeful Cachari visitors. 


My hotel and the bungalow for the 
native girls’ school have been full of 


where it was most prevalent. Deaths 


Cacharis now for about three months. 
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They are from Bhedna, a place about 
three days distant. They came ‘n to 
make complaint in Court against their 
tax gatherer for oppression. Taney hive 
now bven here about three months, and 
their case is not settled yet. It is seen 
by this how readily these poor people 
can obtain justice! After remaining 
away from their homes on expense fur 


three months, and spending hundreds of 


rupees in bribes, and having their sow- 
ing time pass, they will very likely be 
obliged to return only to experience 
still greater oppression. 

Yet I cannot but see the finger of God 
in this movement, as it has given me one 
of the best opportunities to preach to a 
stated congregation I have ever had 
since [have been a missionary, or ever 
expect to have. Sometimes one hun- 
dred have been present, sometimes 
eighty, again sixty, but not ofien less 
than forty. We have preached to them 
every nivht, and three times on the Sab- 
bath. They give good atiention, always 
kneel in prayer, and respond as we 
pray. Very many of them seem almost 
or quite persuaded to become Christians. 
They say, they believe what I say is 
true, and will follow my instructions. 
They understand now pretty well the 
first principles of the gospel. O for the 
Spirit’s influence on these dry bones. 
that they may live. We have now two 
meetings every night. The assistants 
attend one and I the other. I mean to 
send out Apinta, one of the assistants, 
to settle with them when they return. 


The mutiny in India. 


Later intelligence has been received from 
India than is contained in the following ex- 
tracts, but we publish them as helping to the 
completeness of history, and especiuily as 
connecting with the peril and the work of our 
brethren in Assam. 


You will see from the papers that we 
are now having stirring times here in 
India. Nearly the whole Bengal army 
is in a state of mutiny. Delhi is in their 
hands, and a large number of officers, 
as well as women and children, have 
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been butchered by them. Not a single 
native sol lier can be trusted. The cit- 
izens of Calcutta have formed themselves 
into a company to help prote :t the cap- 
ital. Marines have been sent to Dacca, 
and all the steamers are employed in 
conveying troops up the country. In 
fact we are on a volcano, and do not 
know what an hour may bring forth. 
Assam is thus far quiet, but we have not 
a European soldier in the province. In 
Gowahati alone we have 600 native 
troops, who, no doubt, sympathize strong- 
ly with the mutineers. We have for- 
tunately good officers, and do not antici- 
pate any outbreak at present. Still, all 
feel anxious, and guns and bullets are 
ready in every house. The Mussulman 
population are very impertinent, and 
tell the native Christians that the Com- 
pany’s reign is at an end, the sahibs will 
be cut up, and Islamism once and forever 
established. There are some twenty-five 
Europeans here, and in case of an out- 
break we shall collect together and defend 
ourselves us best we may. Still, as I 
said above, I think we are safe for the 
present, unless things get worse in Ben- 
gal. If they do, Assam will go unless 
we get European troops, which is not 
likely at present. 


Mr. Danforth adverting again to the “ ex- 
citing times” in Assam, writes a few weeks 
later ;— 


July 10.—The rebellion continues to 
rage. Some 47,000 native troops are 
now in mutiny, and no confidence is to 
be placed in the rest. The natives are 
ge ting very insolent, and probably will 
be so until it is certain that Delhi has 
been retaken. It is now plain that no 
European’s life would be safe in India 
for a single moment, but for the presence 
of European troops. Yesterday a Mus- 
sulman told one of my assistants, on 
hearing him preach, that if it were not 
for the Company he would have his head 
off and in the great river before night. 
Hundreds of defenceless women and 
children have fallen victims to the most 
cruel butchery. 
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But Government is evidently getting 
the better of the mutineers,— who have 
proved themselves the greatest cowards 
when they have come face to face with 
the European troops. One hundred of 
the latter have often dispersed one thou- 
sand of the former. 

Ido not now anticipate any trouble 
in Assam, though two weeks ago nearly 
every man had his gun loaded and his 
plans laid in case of an atrack, which 
was thought very likely to happen. Bat 
thirty Europeans against six hundred 
sepoys, in a surprise, 1 fear would not 
have stood a very good chance; espe- 
cially asthe former would have hada large 
number of women and children to pro- 
tect. But a merciful Providence has 


thus far defended us, and why should 
we distrust bim for the future ? 


Continued labors for Cacharis — Pros- 
pect of further recuction. 


Mw principal business since I have 
been here, («side from attending upon 
the sick.) has been to preach to the 
Cacharis; of which I wrote under date 
ot June 24. They appear very well, 
and [am not without hope that some of 
them will yield their hearts toGod. They 
all kneel in prayer, and most of them 
pray aloud as I am praying. Some of 
them declare themselves on the side of 
Christ; but they are very ignorant, — 
not more than three out of the one bun- 
dred can read. have just transl ted 
the first catechism into their language 
and sent it to press, and am now trans- 
lating the second catechi-m; or rather, 
Apinta, who is himself a Cachari, is 
doing it. These are the first books ever 
written in their language, and I think 
will do good. [preach to them in As- 
samese, which most of them understand 
tolerably well. 


The intimation contained in the following 
paragraph will be read with deep regret, yet 
we f ur is but too sure to be realized. Under 
date of July 8, Mr. Bronson writes us —* We 
are reduced to the last extremity at this sta- 
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us, and both Mrs. B. and myself are so far 
worn down that we must take some measure 


for recruiting. Voh Ghinei and Adbiram 
continue much di-abled, and it seems scarcely 
possible to sustain the station.” 


You will probably hear by this mail 
of br. Bronson’s determination to go 
home this fall. Ile writes me that the 
path of duty is very clear. You see by 
this that Nowgong station is to be left 
destitute. 1 write thus early about it 
that you may inform us what disposition 
you won'd have us make of it, and of the 
philosophical apparatus and other pro- 
pe » there. Please let us know with 
as little delay as possible. 


TELOOGOO MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. JEWETT. 


Withdrawal to Madras. 


Nellore, Aug. 8.—We start this after 
noon for Madras, fora change of air and 
scene, hoping it will prove beneficial to 
the health of us all. It is wise to take a 
chinge every year, as the deputation 
recommended when here ; but in conse 
quence of the want of funds we should 
not take any this year, did not troublous 
times compel us so todo. The country 
is thrown into a state of excitement and 
fear by the horrors of the Bengal trage- 
dies. Deihi is still in the hands of the 
mutineers; this gives courage to the 
Mohammedans throughout India. They 
are anxious to kill every foreigner, and 
set up the old Mogul dynasty. I still 
cherish the hope I have expressed in 
previous letters, that the svpoys in the 
Madras and Bombay presidencies will 
prove staunch, that consequently the 
Mohammedans will fear to rise, and that 
all of us will escape unharmed. Still, the 
great Mohammedan festival of ten days, 
from Aug. 21 to Aug. 31, is dreaded by 
every one ia these parts. 

Besides the Douglasses, three other 


tion. The hot weather is again prostrating 


wise and judicious friends in Madras have 


strongly advised me to take my family 
there, as a duty which [ ought to per- 
form. For, shou'd a combined attack 
be made, all these inland, unprotected 
places would be likely to be destroyed ; 
while Madras, fully awake to the present 
danger, would be likely to conquer, and 
perhaps save the lives of most of its in- 
habitants. Long time we resolved to 
stand our ground; bus at last yielded 
the point. I did not think the Executive 
Committee and other friends at home 
would approve of my running a risk of 
falling into the hands of assassins, to save 
expense. Capt. Beaver, wbo commands 
the three hundred invalid sepoys here, 
says that, in case of a rise of the Moham- 
medans, he can afford no protection to 
those on this side of the town (Mr. S. 
and myse'f). This is not a favorable 
time to do missionary work, except in 
our schools. These will be carried for- 
ward by the native helpers and Mrs. 
Gilmore, who having lately been to Ma- 
dras does not wish to go again. She 
being a lone person can go over to the 
other side of the town to sleep, during 
the time of danger. 

Were I alone, I would not think of 
leaving; my hope of general safety being 
preity strong; but when one has a wife 
and helpless children, he may well fear 
when there is no cause of fear; how 
much more when bazaar reports make 
every ear to tingle;—reports which 
often prove false, bat many times prove 
true. My wife has thought it best to go 
to Madras ever since we received an un- 
pleasant visit of two native gentlemen, 
strangers from the north, as inquisitive 
as spies, attended by twenty men armed 
with spears and swords. Sister Douglass 
says they shall not feel that we are safe, 
till we are inside their compound. 

Dr. Judson’s oppressors,—the man of 
spotted face and others described by 
Mrs. Judson, — were saints compared 
with the men we have to fear. The 
worst features of the Bengal tortures are 
too shocking to appear in any printed 
form, it is said; and consequently may 
never come to your knowledge or ours. 
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GERMANY. 


Mr. Oncken sends the following communi- 
cations from German preachers. 


LETTER FROM 0. PRIEDEMANN, SILESIA. 
Additions and hopeful prospects. 


Breslau, May 20.— Since my last 
communications, I have had renewed 
occasion for joy and gratitude. At Eas- 
ter I baptized, in the presence of the 
church, two believers; and two other 
candidates for baptism will have the or- 
dinance administered to them, as soon as 
they have announced to the authorities 
their secession from the national church. 

At Guttmannsiorf I baptized two 
persons, and found so much work to be 
done, that my absence from Breslau 
was somewhat prolonged, so that I found 
the brethren inclined to murmur. The 
Lord, however, prepared a festival for 
us in the conversion of four persons, 
among them a blind girl from Steine,—so 
that all discontent was forgotten for joy 
over the salvation of sinners. We have 
the prospect of more additions. The 
Lord is beginning to be gracious again, 
causing the work of our hands to pros- 


per. To Him be all the glory. 


LETTER FROM GROTEFEND. 


Opposition in Dahlheim. 


Dahlheim, May 27.— Through the 
grace of God I am enabled to give you 
pleasing intelligence of our recent ex- 
periences. At Easter we had appointed 
a church meeting, at which brethren 
from great distances were present.— 
Scarcely, however, had we commenced 
service, when two gens d’ armes entered 
the house and declared our assembly to 
be prohibited. I showed them a permis- 
sion in my possession from the author- 
ities, but they said this law was annulled, 
and every meeting like the present inter- 
dicted. Those of us who are residents 
here were commanded to return home, 
and threatened in case of a renewal of 
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this offence to be sent to our respective 
dwelling places. 

Our Lessian brethren were compelled 
to go to Munden. I accompanied them, 
and was permitted to share the scorn and 
mockery directed at them on the way. 
The first mark of distinction thus be- 
stowed upon us was at Escherode by a 
company of persons, including the wife 
of the clergyman ; the second was at 
Nienhagen, where the church service 
was over just as we were marching 
through the place, and the clergyman 
gave tokens of joy at our “ well-deserv- 
ed” treatment. But his joy was not of 
long duration. In the afternoon he went 
to Dahlheim toadminister baptism. He 
thought, no doubt, we should no more be 
heard of. But behold, not only had our 
brethren assembled again for worship, 
but the people of Dahlheim, attracted by 
curiosity, had assembled with them, so 
that the house was crowded. The cler- 
gyman, hearing this, greatly regretted 
that he had not ordered the gens d’armes 
to attend again in the afternoon. 


Wondrous change. 


Since this interference on the part of 
the pens d’ armes our services are well 
attended ; even, to our surprise, the in- 
habitants of Dahlheim seem in no wise 
intimidated, but rather prompted to ex- 
amine our doctrines. A young man who, 
four years ago, broke all the windows of 
our meeting room, is one of our regular 
attendants. The Lord has given him 
repentance for his sins, and he is now 
striving to lead his aged father to Christ. 
The old man says, “I will first see 
whether my son perseveres ; if he does, 
I shall follow.” How great is the Lord’s 
goodness! Three believers have re- 
cently been buried with Christ by bap- 
tism, and others are inquiring the way of 
life. 

Thus He who sitteth in the heavens, 
knows how to cause good to come even 
from that which to our finite vision ap- 
pears unmitigated evil. I regret to add 
that the clergy are zealous in their efforts 
to counteract our influence with the peo- 
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ple, especially by probibiting our bibles in 
the schools. Still, we have the prospect 
of a rich ingathering of souls, both here 
and at Melsungen, whence I had to-day 
a letter from a young convert, applying 
for baptism. 


LETTER FROM A. F. REMMERS, JEVER. 
A liberal giver. 


May 28.— In a former letter I made 
mention of a lady who, having attended 
one of our services in Holland, and see- 
ing the assembly room small and incon- 
venient, on the following day sent a 
munificent sum towards achapel.* One 
evening recently, while returning from 
one of our preaching stations, my 
thoughts were occupied with the above 
circumstance, and the desire suggested 
itself that the Lord might lead such a 
friend to us also. Without the expecta- 
tion of seeing this wish fulfilled, but 
praying that the Lord would open hearts 
togive to our need, I retired to rest. 
The next morning, while I was engaged 
at my writing table, some one knocked 
at my door, and a young girl neatly clad 
entered. With a modest mien she told 
me she had come from a great distance 
to converse with me on her spiritual 
welfare, and that no one knew of her 
journey. We conversed very pleasantly, 
and it was evident she was under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit. Before 
leaving, she asked permission to speak a 
few words to me alone; (my wife had 
joined us.) She then put the question 
to me, “ Are you not about to build a 
chapel?” “Yes.” “ A locality and 
some lumber you already have towards 
this purpose?” “Yes.” She then 
presented me with a small package, say- 
ing, “ May I offer this trifle for your 
chapel? I have been saving it for the 
last six or seven years.” The money 
was pinned into a piece of cloth, to which 
was annexed a paper bearing the words, 
“To be used by the elder towards 


* See Macedonian for November. 
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the bui'ding of a church,” without men- 
tioning the name of the donor. 

I knew this young girl earned her 
breal by the labor of her hands, and 
felt the more desirous to mike her de- 
votedness an example to others, but she 
forbade me to mention her name. I felt 
by the weight that the sum was not in- 
considerable ; but my suggestion that it 
was 10) much for me to accept, seemed 
to grieve her too deeply to be repeated. 
With a j yous heart she at length left 
us, and I opened the little parcel, which 
contained, not indeed 30,000 gulden, like 
that of our Dutch benefactress, but to 
my amizement 200 gulden; evidently 
for the last seven years laid aside for the 
Lori, as [ inferred from a paper I found 
among the money, with the words, * With 
joy I perfurm my vows unto the Lord.” 
QO, how was my want of faith reproved, 
and my trust in the constraining love of 
Christ strengthened, 

Perhaps some who may hear of this 
circuustan-e may think, No doubt she 
was arich person. By no means. Rich 
indeed in taith and good works she has 
proved herself to be ; but of this world’s 
good she has only what she works for. 
She has given all that she had. How 
wonderfully does our God dispose of the 
hearts of bis children! A girl who has 
only two or three times attended our ser- 
vices, and isa member of the national 
church, comes a distance of many miles 
to bring an offering which she has long 
been gathering for the Lord. This is no 
fiction, but a reality, which proves the 
Lord to be faithful, and incites us to 
faithfulness also. 

Would that this act of faith and love 
might find imitation wherever it is told. 


LETTER FROM MR. BEYEBACH, HERSFELD. 
Persecutions in Hesse. 


June 30.—The persecutions against 
us in Hesse continue with unabated 
violence, so that we have no peace. Siill, 
if we were really held by the authorities 

o be as dangerous people as we are ofien 
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decreed to be, yet more effectual means 
for our extermination would be employed. 
In January last I myself was eye-wit- 
ness of the fact, that a Christian sister 
at Schmalkalden, a city rendered fa- 
mous by Luther's labors, whose consist- 
ent life had won her the regard of all 
who knew her, was, by command of the 
authorities, interred in a place set apart 
for suicides. 

But above all we are annoyed with 
regard to religious instruction imparted 
jn the public schools, and our children 
are made to suffer according to the de- 
gree of enmity to the Baptists enter- 
tained by the schoolmaster. A school- 
master at Eitra employed such violence 
against the children of br. Wolff, be- 
cause, at their father’s command, they 
refused to learn Luther's Catechism, that 
br. Wolff several times remonstrated 
with him, referring him to the law of the 
land, which grants parents the right of 
educating their children in whatever re- 
ligion they will. He even asked the 
schoolmaster to enter a judicial com- 
plaint against him. This, however, was 
not done, and the poor children became 
the victios of almost inhuman treatment. 
Br. Wolff then entered a complaint 
against the schoolmaster. But the latter ! 
denied ever having beaten the children. 
The judge, however, sought to bring 
about a good understanding, and prom- 
ised that no further chastisement should 
be inflicted. 

On the repetition of the cruel treat- 
ment, br. Wolff kept his children at 
home, and made many attempts to gain 
admission fur them to other schools, but 
in vain. An appeal to the scholastic 
presidency of Hesse was followed by an 
announcement that the continued deten- 
tion of his children from Mr. R.’s school 
would be followed by the father’s ban- 
ishment. Ile was, moreover, also sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of twenty-six dol- 
lars, for having kept his children from 
school! This sentence, has, however, 
been annulled by the higher authorities 
at Fulda, to whom br. Wolff appealed 
for redress. The children, in the mean- 
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while, continue to receive much ill treat- 
ment from Mr. R., to whose school our 
brother, in order to avoid banishment, 
has been obliged again to send them. 

In consequence of sentence pronounced 
on two brethren at Eitra for distributing 
tracts and admitting strangers to their 
household worship, they are to be ban- 
ished from the place. The manufacturer, 
in whose employ they are, has taken 
great pains to effect their stay, and I 
too have exerted myself for this purpose ; 
but in vain. To-day I met their em- 
ployer, who was returning from the judi- 
cial court, where he had been made ac- 
quainted verbally with the conditions 
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While writing this, I hear that the eom- 
mand given our brethren to drive away 
strangers who wish to attend their wor- 
ship, is modified to the effect that no 
strangers be invited to attend such wor- 
ship, and that no proselytes be made. 
You are already aware that by a de- 
eree of the minister HLassenpflag, we are 
not admitted to take an oath in the ju- 
dicial courts. Thus my wife, a short 


‘time azo, narrowly escaped being com- 


pelled unjustly to pay a sum of thirty 
dollars toa person who mide this de- 
mand on her. She only avoided it 
through the humanity of the julge, who 
took the responsibility of the oath upon 


upon which the two brethren may remain himself, The clerzy, of course, are still 
here. One of the conditions is, that if) the chief instigators of these annoyances, 
a stranger enters, while they are at fam-| 4 short time azo the clergyman of R. 
ily worship, they are to bid him go away; jad souzht to have me arrested, but 
and should he refuse to leave, he is to be received timely warning frum other per- 
forcibly compelled to leave. How strange | sons. 
aconception of family worship our author-| Notwithstanding these external dis- 
ities must have! Of course our breth- couragements I rejoive to say that our 
ren refused to consent to this condition, brethren have not lost courage. Ata 
and other grievances have been put gwthering of three churches which we 
upon them. had at Whitsuntide, it was resolved that 
Quite recently a new complaint has’ we should employ a m'ssionary in [esse 
been lodged with the authorities at Ful-| at our own expense. For this purpose 
da, against br. Wolff, for distributing | we have chosen a native Iessian, who 


tracts among Roman Catholics, and 
thereby violating a law of the press. 


cannot be expelled from the country. 


MISCELLANY. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSION- 
ERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Annual Meeting and Reports. 

This body held its forty-cighth anni- 
versary at Providence, R. I., Sept. 8-11, 
1857. From the annual report of the 
treasurer it appears that the debt of 
$36,189 70, with which the Board enter- 
ed upon the year, had been wholly paid 
by subscriptions for this special purpose, 
(amounting to $26,854 05) and unex- 
pended balances at the Sandwich Islands, 
credited to the Board. Contributions 


for the “ Morning Star” had amounted 
to $28,525 37, by which the vessel bad 
been built, equipped, and sent abroud 
upon her errand of love, and an unex- 
pended balance of $12,500 had been 
invested. The ordinary receipts of the 
Board for the year from donations and 
legacies, (in addition to the above spe- 
cial contributions,) exceeded those of the 
previous year by more than $20,000, 
The receipts from all sources, for ordi- 
nary current expenses during the year, 
were $352,742 99. The ordinary cur- 


396 


rent expenditures of the Board, for the 
same period, were $355,590 58, leaving 
an unpaid balance against the treasury, 
of $2,847 59. The total receipts for the 
year, from all sources, ordinary and 
extra, were greater than those of the 
previous year by $110,139 37. The 
English * Turkish Missions Aid Society ” 
has also contributed, within the year, to 
aid the missions of the Board in Western 
Asia, $8,516 00. 

The committee on the treasurer’s re- 
port said, after examining that document, 


The field is opening, extending, 
whitening. More stations are offering; 
more voices are calling upon us to come 
over and help them; more money is 
needed for new operations; and yet an 
advance of nearly ten per cent. on last 
year’s contributions by the church is re- 
quisite, to prevent a retrograde move- 
ment. 

Your committee notice with pleasure 
one new feature in the financial opera- 
tions of this year; viz., the great and 
extended interest which has been awak- 
ened among the children and youth of 
our land in the missionary enterprise. 
This was manifested in the prompt man- 
ner in which they responded to the call 
for contributions to build the * Mission- 
ary Packet;’ and this new and fresh 
interest has been wisely cherished and 
appropriately directed, by your agents, 
to the* Mission School Enterprise.” Your 
committee hope and believe, that the 
interest which has thus been excited may 
be deepened and extended ; so that our 
children may early learn to understand, 
and love, and pray for, the American 
Board, and may count it one of their 
choicest pleasures to deny themselves 
the luxuries of earth, that they may be 
enabled to procure for their perishing 
fellow beings the necessaries of life, and 
the riches of immortality. 


The following is an abstract of the 
operations of the Board. Missions, 29; 
stations, 127; outstations,79. Ordained 
missionaries, eight being physicians, 169 ; 
physicians not ordained, 5; other male 
assistants, 11; female assistants, 210; 
whole numbers of laborers sent from this 
country, 395. Native pastors, 18; na- 
tive preachers, 103 ; native helpers, 324 ; 
whole number of native helpers, 445. 
Whole number of laborers connected 
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with the missions, 840. ‘Whole number of 
printing establishments, 6. Pages print- 
ed last year, 42,074,315 ; pages printed 
from the beginning, 1,034,897,561. 
Churches, (including all at the Sandwich 
Islands,) 144 ; church members, (do. do.) 
26,978; added during the year, (do. 
do.) 1,894. Seminaries, 7; other board- 
ing schools, 24: free schools, (369 sup- 
ported by Hawaiian Government,) 673 ; 
pupils in the seminaries, (80 do.) 273; 
in the boarding schools, (182 do.) 637; 
in the free schools, (10,076 do.) 18,326 ; 
whole number in seminaries and schools, 
19,236. 

The reports of committees on the va- 
rious missions presented many topics of 
interest, and addresses by returned mis- 
sionariesand others exhibited in impress- 
ive lights the encouragements to labor, 
and the exigencies still existing. The 
following forms a part of the report of 
the committee on the Micronesia and 
Sandwich Islands mission. 


We have reason to rejoice with our 
brethren of the Micronesia mission, that 
the “ Morning Star,” built and equipped, 
mainly, by the contributions of the youth 
of our own country and of the Sandwich 
Islands, has completed in safety ber first 
missionary voyage, and that she is now 
probably at the place of ber destined em- 
ployment in Micronesia, bearing the gos- 
pel banner from port to port, for the 
salvation of the inhabitants of those dis- 
tant and neglected islands of the sea. 
And we trust that, with the blessing of 
God, the influence and the example of 
her Christian sailors, as they pass from 
one island to another, upon her voyages 
of mercy, will essentially aid the faithtul 
missionaries in counteracting the evils 
inflicted upon the benighted people of 
Micronesia by the depraved and the dis- 
solute from this and other nations. 

Although but little has as yet been 
effected by our missionaries in Micronesia, 
we have much reason to hope that the 
same blessing which attended the labors 
of our first missionaries to the Sandwich 
Islands, and converted a heathen nation 
into a nation of Christians in a single 
generation, may, within the same short 
period of time, reward the exertions of 
the fifteen missionaries, assistants and 
helpers, now in Micronesia, and of those 
who may hereafter be sent to reinforce 
them. 
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We turn with ‘pleasure to the Sand- 
wich Islands mission, and render devout 
thanks to the great Head of the church 
for what he has already enabled this 
Board to accomplish there. Already are 
the christianized people of those Islands 
furnishing the entire support of eight of 
their clergymen, and providing a very 
considerable portion of the support of 
the others, who are still connected with 
this Board. And during the past year, 
their native churches have contributed 
between two and three thousand dollars 
to the Hawaiian Missionary Society, for 
the purpose of sending the gospel to the 
inhabitants of other islands. Already 
have several native pastors been ordain- 
ed; several native preachers have been 
fully licensed to preach the everlasting 
goepel and many now are only wanting 

e necessary instruction in some of the 
higher branches of learning, to qualify 
and entitle them to the same blessed 
privilege. 


A measure proposed for the purpose 
of rendering the Sandwich Islands more 
speedily independent of the United 
States is the endowment of Oahu Col- 
lege. 


This college has grown out of the la- 
bors of missionaries under the care of 
this Board, and has gone into successful 
operation, with many of the descendants 
of missionaries and others under its in- 
struction ; having a president, one pro- 
fessor, a very liberal charter, a valuable 
tract of land, with appropriate buildings 
and fixtures, and most of the other means 
necessary for the prosecution of its work, 
with the exception of the funds for the 
support of its faculty and instructors. In 
the opinion of the Board, this college is 
of the utmost importance to the develop- 
ment, if not to the continued existence 
of the Hawaiian nation, and especially 
to the perpetuation of the Christian in- 
stitutions already planted there, and to 
render them independent of foreign 
aid. A permanent endowment of $50,- 
000 is deemed necessary,-and its trus- 
tees have sent the Rev. E. G. Beckwith, 
President of the college, and the Rev. 
Dr. Armstrong, President of the Gov- 
ernment Board of Education and one 
of the trustees of the college, to the 
United States, to solicit such an endow- 
ment, to be invested under the care and 
direction of a responsible board of trus- 
tees residing here. 

_ The subject of educating and prepar- 
ing natives for the gospel ministry, and 
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of educating others for the purpose of 
enabling al to fill the calan offices 
of a Christian government, and ultimate- 
ly, as soon as practicable, to relieve this 
3oard from and _responsibil- 
ities in the maintenance of Christian 
institutions at the Sandwich Islands, is 
intimately connected with the endow- 
ment of the Oahu College. 


A letter was read from the king of the 
Sandwich Islands to Dr. Armstrong, 
fully approving of his mission to the 
United States, and expressing the hope 
and confident expectation that the ne- 
cessary means would be furnished for 
the accomplishment of the project. 


Relations to the Reformed Dutch 
Church. 


It is well known that, though the 
American Board of Commissioners orig- 
inated with the orthodox Congregation- 
alists of New England, the Synod of the 
Reformed Dutch Church have prosecut- 
ed missionary efforts among the heathen, 
in union with the Board; their mission- 
aries being under the direction of the 
Board, and their churches contributing 
toitstreasury. The Synod having come 
to the conviction that an independent 
prosecution of the missionary work has 
now become the duty of the churches of 
that communion, correspondence has 
been held, and amicable action was taken 
at the meeting, consummating the disso- 
lution of the connection. The following 
extracts froma Special Report of the 
Prudential Committee, contain a notice 
of the rise, progress and completion of 
this measure. 

The Rev. Dr. Strong, Stated Clerk of 
the General Synod of the Reformed 
Dutch Church, has transmitted to the 
Prudential Committee the following Res- 
olutions, as adopted by the Synod at its 
last Annual Meeting, viz. 

“1. That considering the growth of 
our missions abroad, the duty of the 
Church, in her distinctive capacity as 
such, to take charge of these missions, 
the growing sentiment among our people 
in favor of such a course, and the hope- 
ful prospect that this action will tend to 
call out far more largely and promptly 
the resources of our denomination, we 
are satisfied that the time has come to 
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dissolve the union with the American 
Bowrd of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, and henceforth conduct our 
operations among the heathen through 
the exclusive agency of our own Board. 

“2. That the intimate relation which 
has existed, for a quarter of a century, 
between the Reformed Datch Church 
and the American Board of Commission- 
ers ‘or Foreign Missions, in the prosecu- 
tion of this work, has confirmed our 
coufidence in the wisdom, the integrity, 
and catholic spirit of that great and no- 
ble institution; nor shall we ever cease 
to feel a lively interest in the growth of 
its operations and the success of its 
plans. 

“3. That in dissolving the pleasant 
and useful connection we have main- 
tained with the officers and members of 
that Board tor the last twenty-five years, 
we are not influenced by any dissatistac- 
tion with their modes of action, or anv 
want of fidelity on their part to the terms 
of this connection. 

“4. That we take pleasure in express- 
ing to the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions our grateful 
sense of the benefits derived from their 
experience, foresight, and enlarged 
views, and of the uniform Christisn 
kindness and courtesy which have mark- 
ed their intercourse with our Bourd. 

5. That the Board of Foreign Missions, 
now composed of fifteen members, be 
increased to twenty-four, the additional 
members to be chosen by the Board 
itselt; that they be and hereby are em- 

»wered to arrange with the American 

Soard of Comimissioners for Foreign 
Missions the terms of an amicable sep- 
aration, and to assume the management 
and control of the missions in Arcot and 
Amoy ; and that they be authorized and 
directed to employ all suitable means, 
such as the use of the press, the appoint- 
ment of agents, the holding of mis-ion- 
ary conventions and the like, for the 
purpose of developing the power and 
exciting the interest of our churches, n 
the great work of evangelizing the 
world.” 


A committee of conference, composed 
of persons appointed by the Prudential 
Committee of the Board and by the 
General Synod of the Reformed Dutch 
Church, met in the year 1832, and on 
the basis of the report of that commit- 
tee, which was accepted by the Pruden- 
tial Committee of the Board, the Amoy 
and Arcot missions have hitherto been 
conducted. 
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A mission composed of four brethren 
from the Reformed Datch Church was 
sent to Netherlands, India, in the year 
1836; and five other brethren from the 
same church joined the mission subse- 
quently, at different times. The govern- 
ment of Netherlands, India, adopted a 
narrow policy towards this mission, shut 
it up in Borneo, and greatly embarrassed 
its operations. It was discontinued in 
1849, for want of missionaries to take 
the place of those who were removed 
from the field by death and sickness. 

The Amoy mission took its present 
distinctive form in the year 1844, when 
Messrs. Doty and Pohiman, under in- 
structions from the Prudential Commit. 
tee, went thiiher from Borneo. Mr. 
Abeel was already there, but was soon 
obliged, by failing health, to return to 
the United States; and Mr. Pohlman 

erished by shipwreck in 1849. Me, 
Talmage arrived in 1847, and Mr. Jor- 
alwan in 1856. Within the few years 
past, the brethren at Amoy have had 
more cheering success than has been ex- 
perienced elsewhere in China. How- 
ever important the Pradential Committee 
may have deemed a reinforcement of 
this mission between the years 1849 and 
1856, they thought it expedient to re- 
tain the ground for the brethren of the 
Reformed Dutch Church; and tidings, 
during the past year, fron the college 
and seminary at New Brunswick, have 
cheered them with the expec ation that 
this most interesting field will soon be 
more adequately occupied, 

The Arcot mission originated, in its 
present form, in the year 1854, through 
the action of the Prudential Committee, 
with missionaries belonging to the Ke- 
turmed Datch Church, It began with 
twosons of the late Dr. John Scudder, 
and now has five. 


The only question of business, as it 
appears to the Prudential Committee, 
which the resolutions of the General 
Synod bring betore the Board, relates 
to the report adopted in the year 1832, 
and to the two missious which have 
grown out of it. The relations of the 
Board to the Reformed Dutch Church, 
which existed previously, through the 
membership of bonored fathers and breth- 
ren of that church, and which has been 
the source of so much pleasure and ad- 
vantage to the Board, is not supposed to 
be matter for action, on the part either 
of the Synod or of the Board. 


The Board will doubtless assent to 
dissolving the particular compact ef 1832, 
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in the same fraternal spirit with which it 
has been proposed by their brethren of 
the General Synod. 

It will be obvious to the Board, how- 
ever, that the dissolution of that com- 
pact can have no effect to dissolve the 
relation of any one of the missionaries, 
as such, to the Board. Their offers of 
service in connection with the Board, 
came from them as individuals, in the 
exercise of their individual and personal 
responsibilities; and the missionaries 
from the Reformed Dutch Church sus- 
tain precisely the same relation to the 
Board with all its other missionaries. 
The Committee know of no reason for 
supposing, that any one in the Amoy 
mission, or Arcot mission, will not be 
ready to ask for a release from his con- 
nection with the Board, on learning the 
action of the General Synod, and the 
concurrence of the Board in the same ; 
and the Prudential Committee will feel 
it to be their duty to give their cheerful 
assent to such applications. But the 
relation which the missionaries sustain 
to the Board, under the circumstances, 
can be dissolved only on application 
from the missionaries themselves: and 
the rules and regulations of the Board 
devolve the act of dissolution on the 
Prudential Committee. To dismiss our 
brethren in any other manner, would be 
in disregard of the nature of the compact 
existing between them and the Board. 

Nothing is said in the compact of 1832 
as to the transfer of missions, as such, in 
case the Reformed Dutch Church should 
atany time desire to recede from the 
engagements of thiscompact. But there 
has always been a tacit understanding 
among the executive oflicers of the 
Bo rd, that those particular missions, 
which should be formed and continued 
on the peculiar basis of this compact, 
would be transferred with the property 
thereto belonging, when the compact 
should be dissolved; and the Prudential 
Coumitiee advise that this be done. 

‘The documents received from these 
missions up to the time of transfer, and 
from the Borneo mission, ought to re- 
main with the Board. ‘They form a part 
of its history ; are needed to illustrate 
and justify its proceedings; and, so far 
as they embody its experience, they go to 
form its stock in trade. But the Board 
of Foreign Missions in the Reformed 
Dut:h Church should have the privilege 
of taking copies of such documents as it 

The expenses properly chargeable to 
the Reformed Dutch Church, pees the 
year 1832, are believed by the Pruden- 
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tial Committee not to vary much from 
the amount received as donations fiom 
that body. 

The Prudential Committee are bappy 
in expressing their grateful sense of the 
kindness, candor and Christian urbanity, 
on the part of that Church and its Board 
of Foreign Missions, which have uni- 
formly characterized their intercourse. 
And it is well known to the Board, that 
none of its corporate members have 
taken a more lively and intelligent inter- 
est in its proceedings and prosperity, 
than have those from the Reformed 
Dutch Church ; one of whom, respected 
and beloved _by all, has long presided, 
with distinguished ability, in its annual. 
meetings. 


“ After the reading of the foregoing re- 
port, Rev. Dr. Ferris made some remarks, 
expressing the fraternal sympathy, and 
giving assurance of the continued and 
most cordial fellowship of the Reformed 
Dutch Church with the Board, in the 
great work of missions. The report was 
then referred to a special committee, 
who subsequently presented the folluw- 
ing report, which, with the resolutions, 
was accepted and adopted.” 


The committee appointed to consider 
the connection between this Board and 
the Reformed Dutch Church, accord with 
the opinion expressed in the document 
which has been placed in their hands, 
that the only thing calling for the action 
ot this Board is the compact with the Re- 
formed Dutch Church made in the year 
1832. ‘That compact the Board are in- 
vited, in the most fraternal and Christian 
manner, by the General Synod, now to 
dissolve ; it being the opinion of the 
Synod, that such a measure, at this time, 
will be promotive of Christ's kingdom. 
The committee join with the Prudential 
Committee in recommending, that the 
Board meet this proposal in the spirit 
with which it is made by their respected 
brethren of the Reformed Dutch Church, 
and that the following resolutions be 
adopted : 

Resolved, 1st, That in accordance with 
the proposal received from the General 
Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, 
the Board assents to a dissolution of the 
compact, for the prosecution of Foreign 
Missions, which was formed with that 
Synod in the year 1832. 

Resolved, 2dly, That the appointment 
of a missionary being a personal matter, 
involving a mutual contract and obliga- 
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tion between the missionary and the 
Board, therefore, should the missionaries 
of the Amoy and Arcot missions, furmed 
and prosecuted on the basis of this com- 
pact, request a release from their con- 
nection with the Board, the Prudential 
Committee is instructed to grant such a 
release ; and also to transfer the property 
in those missions to the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Reformed Dutch Church. 

Resolved, 3dly, That all financial 
questions growing out of this business, 
be referred for mutual adjustment to the 
Prudential Committee and the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Reformed Dutch 
Church. 

Resolved, 4thly, That in assenting to 
a dissolution of this compact, now of 
twenty-five years’ duration, the Board 
gratefully acknowledges the expressions 
of respect, esteem and confidence, which 
are embodied in the resolutions of the 
General Synod ; and it would also bear 
testimony to the Christian kindness and 
urbanity which have uniformly and emi- 
nently characterized the pastors and 
members of that church, and especially 
the officers of its Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, in their intercourse with the ofli- 
cers and agents of this Board, and would 
give assurance of our earnest hope and 
prayer, that the results of the step now 
taken may equal the highest expecta- 
tions of the Reformed Dutch Church, in 
= promotion of the Redeemer’s king- 

om. 


TRANSLATIONS OF THE SCRIPTURES 
INTO THE LANGUAGES OF INDIA. 


Mr. Underhill, one of the secretaries of the 
English Baptist Missionary Society, in pre- 
senting a report of his labors during an 
absence of two and a half years from England, 
for the purpose of visiting the missions of the 
Society in various parts of India, — makes 
the following remarks on their translations of 
the Scriptures. 


From the commencement of our 
missions in India, the work of trans- 
lating the word of God into the vernac- 
ular languages of the people among 
whom our missionaries labor, has receiv- 
ed a large measure of attention. The 
brethren in Calcutta have taken up and 
perpetuated the labors of the great and 
good men who sent forth from Seram- 
pore the word of life in forty languages 


of the East, and gave an impulse to that 
literary spirit which is now so actively 
displaying its youthful energy and pur- 
pose in the native press of Bengal. 
With great wisdom the “ junior brethren” 
confined their attention to the four chief 
languages of northern India, the San- 
scrit, Bengali, Hindustani, and Hindi, 
proposing to themselves the production 
and perfecting of versions in these 
widely-spoken tongues. Times have 
changed,” say your missionaries ; “ men 
have labored, and they have rested from 
their labors; yet has Divine Providence 
condescendingly and wondrously so or- 
dered all things, that the translation of 
the bible has never been neglected, 
never been interrupted; but has rather 
been carried on and advanced with the 
increasing opportunities, and the neces- 
sities of the times. ‘The prophet’s mantle 
has fallen from the master to the disciple ; 
rich gifts and graces have been inherited ; 
and in each instance, in a remarkable 
manner, the treasure of knowledge and 
experience has been proportionably 
bestowed and gratefully used.” “ We 
bave no hesitation,” they add, “in saying, 
that the translations of God’s word which 
have issued from our press are on the 
whole —for exception might be taken to 
anything short of perfection —the most 
faithful and idiomatic of any versions yet 
made.” 

The versions now in circulation by 
our missionaries are in each case made 
direct from the originals. It was the 
object of Dr. Yates, and has been ad- 
hered to by those who have so honorably 
succeeded him, to give the word of God 
in simple but pure language, in an idiom- 
atic style, to be understood by the poor 
and unlearned, and at the same time not 
unacceptable to the educated part of the 
community. In Sanscrit, the classical 
language of the pundit and brahmin, the 
New Testament was put into circulation 
in 1840, and a revision of it in 1851. 
Three volumes of the Old Testament 
are nearly completed, and the concluding 
volume will be begun during the present 
year. The Hindustani New Testament 
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was completed in 1839, and a new 
revised edition has since issued from the 
press. The Hindi Testament was pub- 
lished in 1843, and has undergone 
repeated revision. A new and revised 
edition is now in progress, under the 
care of Mr. Parsons, who at the request 
of the Committee has undertaken this 
important work; and for the more 
effectual prosecution of it has removed 
from Monghir to Agra. In 1833 Dr. 
Yates issued his first edition of the Ben- 
gali Scriptures, and in 1844 the entire 
bible. Very numerous editions have 
followed, and, since 1850, a thoroughly 
revised edition of the entire bible has 
been in progress. 

Besides these versions, various portions 
of Scripture have issued from our press 
in the Nepalese, Khassia, Lepcha, Santal, 
and Mussulman Bengali; and entire 
editions of the New Testament in 
Armenian, ancient and modern, and 
Persian. Taking the entire volumes and 
separate portions of Scriptures together, 
not fewer than 293 editions have been 
printed of the various versions prepared 
by your missionaries, comprising 1,231,- 
405 copies, and upwards of 180,000,000 
of pages. The entire cost of this mass 
of Scripture printing has been, up to 
April 30, 1856, £47,447 15s. 1d. If to 
this be added £84,000 expended by the 
Serampore brethren from 1794 to the 
end of 1837, it will be found that nearly 
£132,000 have been spent by the mission- 
aries of the Society in India, in the 
translation and printing of God’s word 
during the sixty-four years of the 
Soviety’s existence. Great as these 
results appear, yet how small are they in 
reality when compared with the wants 
of a population whose lowest estimate 
reaches to 150,000,000. 

It is obvious that in this department 
of labor there must not be any relaxation 
of zeal, industry, or liberality. The 
versions are not yet perfect; no one 
would wish, least of all your missionary 
translators, to see them adopted as the 
standard versions for the use of the 
Indian church. The Old Testament in 
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Hindustani <nd Hindi exists as the 
workmanship of other bodies, but it has 
yet to be begun by your missionaries, in 
order to give to the people that portion 
of Holy Writ translated on the same 
principles as the New. Uncounted mil- 
lions have yet to look upon the printed 
page of God’s revelation of His will to 
man, and to be made acquainted with 
His purposes of love in Christ Jesus. 
For the native church there has yet to 
be supplied the Scriptures with those 
references and marginal annotations 
which add both to the usefulness and 
intelligibility of the Scriptures, which 
the rules of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society forbid that great institution 
to supply. I have urged this considera- 
tion on our brethren. The acceptance 
of the edition of the Hindustani Testa- 
ment supplied with these helps has been 
so great as to encourage the further | 
application of these means of improve- 
ment to the other versions. There is 
the more reason for their preparation in 
the circumstance that they are cheerfully 
purchased and sought after by the native 
Christians of all communions. 

In the statement above given of the 
Scriptures printed by our brethren, I 
have included some fifty-five editions, 
comprising 368,490 copies, printed for 
the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society. 
With the exception of small editions of 
certain books of Scripture in Nepalese 
and Khassia, the whole of these copies 
have been reprints of the versions of 
your missionaries. But while the Cal- 
cutta Bible Society has purchased these 
numerous editions, it has not contributed 
anything to the cost of translation. The 
whole cost- has been borne by the Bible 
Translation Society, and its sister organ- 
izations in America. I have already 
intimated that translations of the Scrip- 
tures in the Hindustani and Hindi exist, 
made by other Christian bodies. This 
is not the case with the Sanscrit. In 
Bengali two or three other versions have 
been made, and others have of late 
years been attempted ; but our Bengali 
version now occupies the ground alone, 
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and is accepted by all denominations as 


side attached to a stick, and burned. It 
the best. 


is almost universally believed, even by 
those who would scorn to be called 
superstitious, that during the process of 
burning, the cloth assumes different 
forms and appearances, as of dragons, 
clouds, &c., which are indeed quite re- 
markable. The appearance of this 
napkin while burning is supposed to be 
indicative of the amount of merit acquir- 
ed by the deceased. 


RELIGIONS AND SUPERSTITIONS OF 
CHINA. 


Passport for death. 


Another ceremony, which may be 
mentioned in connection with the book- 
worship,* is that of procuring a lu-yin, or 
passport. This is a large sheet of paper, 
having in the middle an engraving of 
Kwan-yin p’u-sah, with several lines of 
characters and other embellishments. 
Individuals having bought this sheet, go 
to the monastery and worship the en- 
graving, continually chanting O-mi-to- 
fuh.” The repetition of this name a 
certain number of times, (generally one 
thousand,) is marked by an impression 
on the paper witha round stamp. When 
the borders of this sheet are filled with 

these impressions, the ceremony is fin- 
ished, and the paper is laid aside until 
the death of the possessor, when it is 
burned, and is thus supposed to pass to 
the departed spirit, and secure her unin- 
terrupted entrance to any department of 
the regions of the dead. The different 
kinds of worship in Buddhist temples, 


General character of the worshippers. 


Of all classes of individuals to be met 
with in China, none seem more hopeless 
and inaccessible to the truth than these 
self-righteous, inveterate paper worship- 
pers. It must be said of them, however, 
that they generally lead comparatively 
honest and blameless lives, and are much 
respected by their own people. The 
character of their employment is such as 
to keep them constantly on their guard, 
as others look to them as examples, and 
they thus become habitually careful to 
avoid open sins and improprieties. At 
the same time, these practices serve to 
blind the mind, to strengthen the chains 
of superstition and prejudice, to beget a 


above described, may be performed by 
proxy, and many persons gain a liveli- 
hood by engaging their services in this 
way to the sick. 


The valued napkin. 


This description would be incomplete 
without a notice of the handkerchief or 
napkin, which the Chinese women re- 
gard as of so much importance. It is a 
piece of coarse cloth, about a foot and a 
half square, which is generally stamped 
at some monastery with one or more im- 
pressions of a large seal, each one cost- 
ing about twelve cash. It is used for 
wrapping up tieh, incense sticks, &c. 
and when the person is engaged in wor- 
ship, it is spread over the mat or cushion 
on which she kneels and strikes her 
forehead. After the death of the pos- 


sessor, this is suspended by having one 


spirit of pride and self-complacency, and 
remove the soul farther and farther from 
that feeling of self-abasement and ill- 
desert so indispensable to real peace and 
happiness. 


Tauism — its origin and character. 


The Tauist sect was founded by Lao- 
tsz’, generally called in Ningpo Ta’i- 
shang-lau-kiun, or the great supreme 
venerable ruler, who was born B. C. 
604. His remarkable work called Tau- 
teh-king, treatise on truth and virtue, 
occupies a prominent place in Chinese 
literature. The writings of Chwang-tsz’, 
his disciple, being more sententious and 
attractive in their style, are more ac- 
ceptable to scholars, and perhaps more 
read than those of Lao-tsz’, his master. 
These works, however, are too abstruse 
and transcendental for the popular mind, 
and even the priests of the sect know 


* See Mag. for Oct., p. 379. 


very little about them. They have been 
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superseded by other books, more simple 
and better suited to the religious, or 
rather superstitious, tastes of the people, 
and very little aid can be obtained from 
them in determining the character of 
Tauism as it exists at present. 

The popular belief respecting the 
origin of Tauism, is embodied in the ac- 
count given of it in the Sau-shin-ki. 
Lao-tsz’ is represented as having existed, 
as a living principle pervading empty 
space, anterior to the creation, when the 
heavens were as yet without light, and the 
earth without form. After the evolu- 
tions and transformations of thousands 
of years, this principle was personified 
in a deity called Miad-wi-shing-kiun, 
the holy ruler of wonderful nonentity. 
This deity, after innumerable ages and 
catastrophies, again appeared as the 
Miat-yd-shing-kiun, or holy ruler of 
wonderful entity, thus presenting in this 
pantheistic form, a singular analogy to 
the scriptural view of the creation of 
existing matter out of nothing. The 
next form which this deity or principle 
is said to have assumed, was that of 
Hwan-tun-shing-kiun, the holy ruler of 
chaotic confusion. After the creation 
of men, he appeared on the earth at dif- 
ferent times in the form of kings of dif- 
ferent dynasties, and teacher or adviser 
of kings, though the world was not 
aware of his presence. When he ap- 
peared as the philosopher Lao-tsz’, he is 
represented as having descended from 
heaven on a sunbeam, in the form of a 
round ball of variegated colors, which 
fell into the mouth of a sleeping virgin. 
Conception having thus taken place, 
Lao-tsz’ was born in a miraculous man- 
ner, after a period of eighty-one years 
gestation. At his birth, his hair was 
already white from age, and he was ac- 
cordingly called, as his name Lao-tsz’ 
implies, the old boy. The arrogant 
prerogatives claimed for this personage 
by his devotees, may be learned from the 
following rhapsody, addressed to him by 
one of the kings of the Sung dynasty, 
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Great and most excellent Tau: 

Not created, self-existent: 

From eternity to eternities: 

Antecedent to the earth and heaven. 

Like all-pervading light: 

Continuing through eternity: 

Who gavest instruction to Confucius in the 
East, 

And called into existence Buddha in the West: 
Director of all kings: 

Parent of all sages: 

Originator of all religions: 

Mystery of mysteries. 


This god, with Yuen-ch’i-tie’n-tsun 
and Ling-pa’u-tie’n-tsun, which are but 
different names for the other two deities 
above mentioned, are not favorite ob- 
jects of worship, and generally occupy 
some small and unimportant, though 
elevated situation in Tauist temples, and 
are little known and regarded by the 
people. Idolatrous worship is principally 
paid to the inferior deities, who are not 
so much elevated in character and dig- 
nity, as not to concern themselves in the 
affairs of men. Of these, Yuh-hwang- 
shang-ti, the chief of all the gods, gen- 
erally occupies the most prominent 
position, though his place in the great 
hall is not unfrequently filled by Chin’n- 
w’u-t’a-ti, or some other idol, no regular 
order being observed. Among the most 
important of the idols of Tauism is 
Lii-ts’u, corresponding to Kwan-yin, the 
Buddhist goddess of mercy ; and like her, 
though an inferior deity, he is a great 
favorite with the people, because he is 
supposed most to pity them in their dis- 
tresses, and often to have come from 
heaven for their relief. This is the great 
medicine-god of China, from whom the 
people beg prescriptions; he not only 
occupies a prominent place in Tauist 
temples, but has temples erected to him 
exclusively, and occupies also a place in 
the pantheon of Buddhism. The history 
of this idol may be given as a sample of 
the whole. 

Lii-ts’u was formerly a scholar of the 
second degree, who lived in the Sang 
dynasty, more than one thousand years 


nearly one thousand years ago. 


ago. On his way to the imperial capital 
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appeared in the form of a servant at the 
inn. The wearied scholar receiving from 
tae disguised genius a pillow to rest 
upon, while his food was being prepared, 
soon fell into a sleep, and in his dreams 
imagined himself successful in the ex- 
aminations, and advanced from one office 
of dignity and state to another, till he 
had arrived at the station of prime min- 
ister, in the imaginary kingdom of Hwa- 
su. Imagining himself possessed of all 
that heart could wish, he was dreaming 
of being surrounded by friends and 
children of the second generation, on the 
joyous anniversary of his birthday, when 
he awoke, and saw the supposed servant 
boiling his rice beside him, who address- 
ed him in these words: “ Before the 
yellow rice is cooked, you have already 
visited in your dreams the kingdom of 
Hwa-su.” The astonished scholar ex- 
claimed, “I perceive that you are 
one of the genii.” Chung-li-ki’uen re- 
plied, “ Do not be disappointed to find 
that what you have witnessed is only a 
dream ; the reality is nothing more.— 
Suppose yourself really possessed of 
all that you have imagined, when it is 
over, what is it buta dream?” The 
scholar acknowledged the vanity of all 
worldly pursuits, and determined imme- 
diately to renounce the world, for the 
cultivation of virtue. Chang-li-ki’uen 
offered to assist him in gaining the con- 
dition and blessedness of the genii, say- 
ing, “ That you may the sooner obtain 
the three thousand degrees of merit re- 
quisite, I will teach you a secret by which 
you may convert everything which you 
point to into gold, and in performing 
good deeds, and relieving the wants of 
the distressed, the merit will be quickly 
and easily obtained.” The scholar in- 
quired, “ will the gold ever revert to its 
original properties?” His instructor 
replied, “ Yes, after a period of years.” 


to attend the literary examinations, with 
a mind eagerly aspiring after success 
and promotion, he was met at an inn, 
near the end of his journey, by one of 
the genii, called Chung-li-ki’uen, who 
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the proffered boon ; for I would not con- 
fer a temporary advantage to be followed 
by disappointment and sorrow.” The 
genius replied, “ This act of magnanim- 
ity is already equivalent to the three 
thousand degrees of merit ; as a reward 
for it, you may become one of the genii 
at once.” 

Of the other idols of Tauism, the 
following may be mentioned as the 
most prominent. Lui-kung and Lui- 
p’o are known as the thunder-god and 
his wife. The former is generally repre- 
sented with a beak and claws, and some- 
times with wings, agreeably to the 
superstition that electricity exists among 
the mountains in the form of birds. He 
holds in his handsa hammer and a drum, 
with which he is supposed to produce 
thunder. Lui-p’o is represented with 
mirrors attached to her feet and hands, 
whose reflections, when turned in dif- 
ferent directions, are supposed to produce 
lightning. 


Various gods of Tauism. 


The goddess Tau-mu is represented 
with eight hands, and is identified with 
a constellation in the northern heavens. 
She is supposed to have the power of 
shortening and prolonging life. 

The Sén-kwan, or three rulers, gen- 
erally called Sien-kwan, Si-kwan, and 
Shwug-kwan, i. e. rulers of heaven, 
earth, and sea, are indispensable gods 
of Tauism. They are represented as 
three brothers, who, on account of their 
remarkable gifts during life, were after 
death advanced to these stations of dig- 
nity and importance. It is useless to 
refer to other gods of less note, descrip- 
tions of which might be added indefin- 
itely. Tauist idols are generally of a 
smaller size than those of Buddhism, and 
unlike the latter, many of them are found 
in asecond or upper story of the temples. 
In the general appearance of Buddhist 
and Tauist idols, there is nothing to 
distinguish them and the temples belong- 
ing to their different systems; both, 
externally and internally, present very 


“ Then,” answered Lu-tsu, “I decline 


nearly the same appearance. ‘The num- 


1857.] 


ber of Tauist temples in Ningpo is only 
four. 


How the blessedness of heaven is 
attained. 


To the attainment of the state of 
blessedness, three things are requisite : 
the cultivation of the heart, a peculiar 
discipline for the body, and the elixir of 
life, or a potion with an inherent virtue 
to insure immortality. The cultivation 
of the heart consists in leading a life of 
retirement, austerity, and meditation. 
The peculiar regimen to which the body 
is subjected, is designed to husband and 
retain the natural energies of the phys- 
ical system, and premote and increase its 
vitality. It consists in the unmeaning 
acts of sitting cross-legged, swallowing 
the saliva, rubbing the flesh, (particular- 
ly the ears, the hands, and the crown of 
the head,) rolling the eyes, and striking 
together the teeth. The work of pre- 
paring the elixir of life, which is called 
lien-tén, must be performed by each 
devotee for himself. Having collected 
the proper ingredients, they are put in 
a large kettle, and boiled over a fire, 
neither too hot nor too cold, for a period 
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of eighty-one days. It is said that if the 
devotee has been laborious and con- 
scientious in his previous preparation of 
mind and body, the attempt will prove 
successful: if not, all his efforts will be 
unavailing. Few at the present day 
have any idea of becoming Sien-jin, or 
regard the priesthood in any other light 
than as a means of obtaining a liveli- 
hood. The Shin-sien-tu’ng-kien, a com- 
plete mirror of gods and genii, which is 
a work of four large volumes, gives an 
account of the history and character of 
more than three hundred Sien-jin, to- 
gether with curious statements respect- 
ing the origin of the world and mankind. 
While the above mode of becoming 
Sien-jin is regarded as the proper and 
authorized one, it is supposed that the 
same end may be attained in a shorter 
and easier manner, by the use of magic, 
the invocation of evil spirits, and by ob- 
taining in different ways the principle 
of vitality from other human bodies. 
This class of Sien-jin, though possessed 
of equal powers with others, are regard- 
ed as unauthorized intruders, doomed 
to a violent and untimely end.—John 
L. Nevius, in Home and For. Record. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


REMITTANCES TO THE MISSIONS. 

The subjoined communication was_ first 
seen by us in the EXAMINER of Sept. 24. In 
transferring it to our pages, we depart from 
our usage; but the subject is not only one of 
general concern, but of great practical mo- 
ment; to the friends of missions at home as 
well as to missionaries abroad; the nature 
and bearings of which ought wherefore, as a 
basis whether of action or of remark, to be 
apprehended aright. We copy the article the 
more readily because it is marked with the 
courtesy which we should have anticipated 
from its supposed author; and because, too, 
it presents in so strong colors the embarrass- 
ments to which missionaries are exposed, 
whenever and so far as there exists any un- 
certainty as to the fulfilment of the obliga- 


tions of the Union towards them or their 
work. Following the communication are & 
few comments and statements, which the oc- 
casion seems to require. 
LETTER OF E. C. Le 

It is known to all our missionaries, and 
probably to most of the readers of the 
Examiner, that the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Missionary Union, under the 
severe pressure of financial embarrass- 
ment, have latterly adopted the regula- 
tion of remitting funds to their missions 
only so fast and so far as they are receiv- 
ed. This is regarded, on all hands, as 
an extreme measure; and we are told, 
that it was adopted not without long and 
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painful deliberation, and the deepest 
sorrow in view of the inconvenience and 
suffering which it would necessarily oc- 
casion. I have no doubt that this was 
really the case, and that whatever dif- 
ferences of opinion there may be in re- 
gard to the necessity or utility of such a 
measure, there are no persons to whom 
it has caused more real sorrow, than to 
those honored men who have felt com- 
pelled to adpot it and carry it into effect. 
Their interest in, and devotion to, the 
great work with which they are entrust- 
ed, no one can for a moment call in 
question. That they have erred, how- 
ever, in this respect, and have adopted a 
mistaken and destructive policy, many 
are strongly convinced ; and I am free 
to confess that I am one of that number. 

It has been said that this measure, 
adopted by the Executive Committee, is 
not to be regarded as a change of their 
policy, but only a temporary expedient, 
to which they have resorted in order to 
save the Missionary Union from dishonor 
and ruin. But whatever the Executive 
Committee adopts asa rule of action, 
whether it be for a longer or a shorter 
tinre, must necessarily be regarded as 
their policy during the time of its con- 
tinuance. But not to contend about 
words, let us look at the measure itself, 
and some of its consequences. 

If the measure be considered merely 
with reference to the Executive Com- 
mittee, it may not, perhaps, be liable to 
any particular objection. Indeed, it 
may seem almost necessary, in order to 
protect them against those liabilities and 
embarrassments to which they are often 
subjected by the tardiness and delin- 
quencies of others. It may, therefore, 
be commended, for the exemption from 
care and loss which it secures to them. 
And this, so far as I can see, is the only 
good object which it is calculated to ac- 
complish. Its influence upon the church- 
es at home can hardly be beneficial, 
while upon missions and missionaries 
abroad it must be decidedly hurtful. 

In every department of the missionary 
work, there are cares and responsibilities. 
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And these cares and responsibilities are 
so related and adjusted, that any tardi- 
ness or negligence in any one depart- 
ment must produce derangement and 
distress in every other, just as in the 
human body, when one organ fails to 
perform its functions, the injury is felt 
throughout the entire system. In the 
latter case, however, there is this wise 
provision; that when one organ fails, 
there is a spontaneous effort among the 
others to assume and perform its labors. 
If this were the case in our missionary 
body, the slight disorders with which it is 
occasionally affected, though they might 
be attended with some pain and incon- 
venience, would hinder but little its 
general action, while they would soon 
yield to the healthful and invigorating 
influences with which they are brought in 
close and continual contact. But where 
this principle of sympathy is wanting, 
and there is a disposition to look every 
man on his own things, and not every 
man also on the things of others, then 
not only are the slightest derangements 
attended with the most serious conse- 
quences, but the difficulties which attend 
their adjustment become greatly multi- 
plied. 

The position occupied by the Execu- 
tive Committee in our missionary organ- 
ization, is one of importance and respon- 
sibility. They are chosen as the 
representatives of those who operate 
through the Missionary Union in spread- 
ing the gospel in heathen lands. It is 
through them that these select and 
send forth their missionaries. It is 
through them that they instruct and 
direct them — say where they shall go, 
how they shall labor, and what shall be 
the means and manner of their support. 
The authority with which they act is 
conferred upon them by their constitu- 
ents, and to them they are amenable for 
the use they make of it. Of course, 
whatever means are needed to carry on 
the work with which they are entrusted, 
they have a right to expect will be sup- 
plied by those who have entrusted them 
with it. And that they may be indemni- 
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fied against embarrassment as well as loss, 
it is understood that they are not bound 
to incur liabilities any faster, or any 
farther, than they are satisfied their con- 
stituents will enable them to meet them. 
All this, I suppose, is too obvious to need 
argument or illustration. The only 
question about which there is any trou- 
ble, is this: Having incurred liabilities, 
are they bound to meet them, whatever 
be the state of things betwixt them and 
their constituents? ‘To me it seems that 
they are; though I understand them to 
say that they are not. They would be 
glad to meet the claims which their 
missions and missionaries have upon 
them, though they do not hold themselves 
bound to do it, only so fast and so far 
as they are provided with the means. 

Suppose missionaries were to adopt 
this principle, what would be the result ? 
They are instructed to employ a number 
of native assistants to aid them in their 
missionary work. The service is ren- 
dered, and the remuneration is demand- 
ed. Will it do for missionaries to put 
them off, saying, We will pay you just 
as fast and as far as the Executive Com- 
mittee shall furnish us the funds? Of 
course, no laborer or creditor could be 
satisfied in this way. There is no way 
for missionaries to throw off such bur- 
dens. They must meet their engage- 
ments, whether the Committee do theirs 
or not. 

But some may think that this does not 
fairly represent the case. The Commit- 
tee must hold themselves bound to meet 
their actual engagements. The case is 
probably one of this character. The 
Committee, finding it difficult or impos- 
sible to obtain the funds requisite to 
carry on the ordinary operations of their 
missions, are compelled to enforce re- 
trenchment. They do this by first 
advising the missions of the fact. They 
then proceed to fix the amount within 
which the annual expenditures of each 
mission must be brought, and make their 
remittances accordingly. Have they not 
a right to do this, and is not this the proper 
and necessary course to be pursued ? 
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Admitting that the Committee have the 
right to enforce retrenchment, by deter- 
mining from year to year the amount 
within which the expenses of each mis- 
sion and each object shall be brought, 
the objection made above still remains. 
They do not hold themselves bound to 
remit the sum thus specified, however 
small it may be. So their words testify, 
and so their practice confirms. The 
Corresponding Secretary, in a letter to 
this mission, after giving the appro- 
priations for the year, remarked that 
these were not intended to indicate so 
much the actual amount we were to ex- 
pect, as the objects for which they could 
be expended — they would remit accord- 
ing to their ability. I have not at hand 
all the means of ascertaining how far 
their remittances have fallen short of 
their appropriations, but I am sure it is 
to a considerable degree. 

But while it is admitted that the Com- 
mittee have the right to enforce re- 
trenchment, it is understood that this 
must be done within certain limits. To 
suppose that they have a right to carry 
this to any extent, is equivalent to sup- 
posing that they have a right to leave 
unredeemed their most solemn pledges, 
and to suffer, not only their missions to 
languish, but their missionaries to perish 
for want of bread. Moreover, it is un- 
derstood that the Executive Committee 
are not to be the sole judges of the ex- 
tent of these limits, but that all parties 
are to be consulted who are to be affect- 
ed by them. And whatever retrench- 
ment they propose, it is their duty to see 
that no injustice is done by them, or if 
there is, that they are in no way re- 
sponsible for it. 

But does not this view of the subject 
lay upon the Committee too much re- 
sponsibility ? Does it not make their 
burden greater than they can bear ? 
I cannot see that it does. It is supposed, 
of course, that they have confidence in 
the ability and fidelity of those whose 
agents they have consented to become ; 
and if they have, I do not see but they 
have every security they can ask, every 
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this confidence, they ought not to have 
accepted the appointment; for no per- 
son or society can afford to carry on its 
operations through distrustful agents. 
The fact is, both missionaries and the 
Executive Committee have responsibil- 
ities which they must bear, liabilities 
which they must assume. And if they 
cannot afford to do this, they must either 


retire from the work, or be the means of 


introducing into it derangement and dis- 
organization. 

These remarks are designed to oppose 
a principle, and not the men who have 
adopted it. Against them I have noth- 
ing to say. They are men whom I re- 
spect, esteem, and love—men with 
whom I have joined hands in the great 
work of giving the gospel to the heathen ; 
and with whom I am willing to stand and 
struggle with difficulties, till the last nail 
drops from my fingers, or the last hair 
falls from my head. And in this re- 
spect, I do not suppose I am a whit 
ahead of the most of my missionary 
brethren. They are not unwilling to 
bear burdens, or to make sacrifices, but 
they do not like to be left to struggle 
and suffer alone, by those who are 
pledged to sustain them. 

I do not think we need any new organ- 
ization for missionary effort. I do not 
think we need a new or better Execu- 
tive, new or better officers. Those we 
have are in most respects good enough, 
and certainly better than any we could 
hope for, if they were to be cast away. 
Some things may need a little altering, 
or adjusting, which might be done with 
the utmost harmony and good feeling, if 
we understood better our business, and 
loved more our work ; but I am not con- 
vinced that anything more is needed. It 
is not to be expected that our missionary 
ship can always sail in smooth waters, or 
in an open sea. Storms will arise, and 
dangers will threaten. But she has 
little to fear from these, so long as her 
head is kept in the right direction, and 
her helm is placed in a firm and steady 
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cerning the matter to which I have been 
referring, she is upon the wrong track 
now ; and unless she is put about, she 
must sooner or later go down. But I 
believe she will be put about, and that 
we shall yet see her bounding away from 
these shoal and troubled waters, with all 
her precious freight saved from ruin, 
and with all on board joyful in God's 
great deliverance. “ Weeping may en- 
dure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning.” E. C. L. 
Ningpo, May 28, 1857. 


REMARKS. 


In commenting upon the above com- 
munication our first object will be to set 
the facts, adverted to, in their proper 
light. If in attempting this we use 
greater freedom and particularity than 
is our wont, it will be from a desire to 
make the case clear to such of our 
readers even, as have not had occasion 
to become specially versed in matters of 
this kind. 

1. The subject is entitled Remittances 
to the Missions. The expression refers 
not to the general support of the mis- 
sions, but specifically to the transmission 
of moneys monthly, by bills of credit or 
otherwise, in accordance with arrange- 
ments previously made. The Execu- 
tive Committee “ fix the amount within 
which the annual expenditures of each 
mission must be brought, and make 
their remittances accordingly.” In other 
words, the Committee make out annu- 
ally a schedule of appropriations to the 
missions, usually in July; to take effect 
from the Ist of October next ensuing, 
the beginning of the mission year be- 
yond sea; which schedule is the basis 
and rule of remittances from the treas- 
ury and of expenditures in the missions 
for the year designated. 

2. Beyond a given limit, it is the 
province of the Executive Committee to 
“fix the amount within which the an- 
nual expenditures of each mission must 
be brought.” “ And that they may be 
indemnified against embarrassment as 


hand. In my opinion, however, con- 


well as loss, it is understood that they 
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are not bound to incur liabilities any 
faster, or any farther, than they are sat- 
isfied their constituents will enable them 
to meet them.” “ This,” says E. C. L., 
“I suppose is too obvious to need argu- 
ment or illustration.” We add, It is the 
province of the Committee, outside of 
the same given limit, to fix the ferms of 
appropriations and of remittances to 
missions. They can make appropri- 
ations positive and final, or they may 
make them conditional and contingent. 
This right is involved, indeed, in the 
general admission, just quoted, “ that 
they are not bound to incur liabilities 
any faster” &e. And it is a right ex- 
clusively theirs. On this point they are 
“sole judges.” “They are not bound 
to incur liabilities any faster, or any 
farther, than they are satisfied their con- 
stituents will enable them to meet 
them.” We have said “outside of a 
given limit.” There is a limit within 
which this discretionary exercise of the 
power of fixing appropriations ” cannot 
rightfully trench. The Committee “have 
(not) a right to leave unredeemed their 
most solemn pledges, and to suffer * * * 
their missionaries to perish for want of 
bread.” 

3. “ The only question,” says E. C. 
L., “about which there is any trouble, 
is this: — Having incurred liabilities, 
are they (the Committee) bound to 
meet them, whatever be the state of 
things betwixt them and their constitu- 
ents? To me it seems that they are; 
though I understand them to say that 
they are not.” The question, in our 
judgment, is not accurately stated. It 
should read rather, What liabilities have 
the Committee incurred ? 

If we are disposed to press a point fur- 
ther, we may add a second inquiry, Are 
the liabilities incurred by the Commit- 
tee, personal liabilities, liabilities of prin- 
cipals and their endorsers ? or are they 
liabilities of authorized agents, resting 
on those for whom said agents act? We 
can hardly think it needful to reply to 
this inquiry, but the language of E. C. L., 
above quoted, seems to imply that the 
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“ liabilities incurred ” are of a personal 
character, — liabilities of the members 
of the Committee personally, — liabili- 
ties which the Committee are “ bound 
to meet, whatever be the state of things 
betwixt them and their constituents.” 
To the same conclusion, we understand, 
points a subsequent paragraph :— “ It 
is supposed, of course, that they have 
confidence in the ability and fidelity of 
those whose agents they have consented 
to become; and if they have, I do 
not see but they have every security 
they can ask, every indemnity they 
need.” “If they (the Committee) have 
not this confidence,” adds E. C. L., 
“they ought not to have accepted the 
appointment.” Assuredly the Execu- 
tive Committee “ have confidence in the 
ability and fidelity of those whose agents 
they have consented to become”; and 
in consequence of becoming their agents 
they have “ responsibilities which they 
must bear, liabilities which they must 
assume.” But the question comes back 
upon us, What are these “ responsibili- 
ties,” what are the “ liabilities” to be 
assumed? In accepting appointment, 
the Committee became not principals, 
but agents; commissioners, not en- 
dorsers. In their relations to the Union, 
it is justly said by E.C.L., “the au- 
thority by which they act is conferred 
upon them by their constituents, and to 
them they are amenable for the use they 
make of it.” Here is their responsi- 
bility. And with equal truth E. C. L. 
has also remarked,—‘“ They are not 
bound to incur liabilities any faster, or 
any farther, than they are satisfied their 
constituents will enable them to meet 
them.” Here is the extent to which 
they are bound, by “ accepting appoint- 
ment,” to “assume” liabilities. We 
revert to the question first proposed, 
the question more directly in point, 
What liabilities have the Executive 
Committee, as agents, incurred ? 

4. The answer to this inquiry is to be 
sought in the terms and tenor of the 
acts of appropriation. Appropriations 
are “liabilities incurred.” They are 
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virtually promises or pledges to make 
up, in the ways and times indicated, the 
amounts appropriated. And the act by 
which the promise or pledge becomes 
binding on the Committee, is the trans- 
mitting of the schedule of appropria- 
tions respectively to the missions. To 
this statement there is one exception. 
As before intimated, the obligations to 
provide for the personal support of mis- 
* sionaries is not created by the annual 
schedule. It is anterior to all schedules, 
though ordinarily, for convenience’ sake, 
embodied in them. Nor can this obli- 
gation be invalidated by any schedule. 
The Union itself cannot evade it. But 
appropriations also create obligations ; 
and inasmuch as they are made by the 
authorized agents of the Union, they 
are equally “ liabilities incurred ” of the 
Union; and the faith and solvency of 
the Union (not of the agents person- 
ally) are equally pledged to their exact 
fulfilment, in the ways and times indi- 
cated. 

5. Appropriations being “liabilities 
incurred,” remittances are payments, so 
far as missionaries are concerned, can- 
celling those liabilities. And the simple 
inquiry in regard to remittances is, Do 
they fulfil the appropriations ? Do they 
accord with the terms in which the ap- 
propriations were made? We answer, 
They do so accord, unless we have en- 
tirely misapprehended our own lan- 
guage and unless, also, we have strangely 
misnoted occurrences passing directly 
under our eye. So far as the acts of 
the Executive Committee and of the 
Treasurer of the Union are in question, 
remittances have corresponded with the 
terms of the appropriations; payments 
have been honorably made.* Nor have 
the Committee, nor has the Treasurer, 
ever intended to intimate that “ liabili- 
ties incurred” by them would not be 
honorably paid, and paid in full. A 
circular was sent to the missions gradu- 
ating the amounts and times of remit- 


* In a few instances their acts have not 
been carried into full effect through miscon- 
ception of mission treasurers. 
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tances or payments; but be it noted, 
the said circular was issued not subse- 
quently to, but simultaneously with and 
as a part of the schedule of apppropria- 
tions, thus qualifying in fact the terms 
and tenor of the appropriations or “ lia- 
bilities incurred.” 

6. Holding to the obvious right of the 
Executive Committee, when making ap- 
propriations, to determine the extent of 
the liabilities which they consent of their 
own accord to assume thereby ; in other 
words, the right to make conditional ap- 
propriations ; the question still remains 
open as to the expediency of such ap- 
propriations. Was the measure which 
called forth the above communication of 
E. C. L., a wise measure ? or have the 
Committee erred therein, and “ adopted 
a mistaken and destructive policy ” ? 

We reply;— The Committee could 
not have erred through a desire to 
“ protect themselves against those liabili- 
ties and embarrassments to which they 
are often subjected by the tardiness and 
delinquencies of others.” Had self-pro- 
tection been their object, there was a 
more obvious and far easier method in a 
resort to loans. There were not want- 
ing men, in and out of the Executive 
Committee, of reliable means, who would 
have cheerfully given their names, had 
such an expedient under the existing 
circumstances been judged consistent 
with the best weal of the Union —an 
expedient tempting too often, by its 
very facility, to presumptuous and irre- 
mediable extension. Nor was the error 
committed, if error it was, from a want 
of the “ principle of sympathy, a dispo- 
sition to look every man on his own 
things, and not every man also on the 
things of others.” The executives did 
not refuse to “touch the burden with 
one of their fingers.” We could state 
facts of each of the “salaried” officers 
(the Treasurer accepts no salary), but 
self-respect forbids us. Nor did the 
Committee resort to the expedient from 
inconsiderateness and with precipitancy. 
In proof of this we may appeal to the 
seasonableness, the frequency and the 
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explicitness of the intimations given by 
the Committee of the impending dis- 
tress; to the never intermitting efforts 
of the home agencies to avert it by in- 
creasing and hastening the tide of con- 
tributions to the treasury; and to the 
various subordinate arrangements ef- 
fected in the missions to break the force 
of the calamity as it drew on. Let us, 
briefly, review the financial history of 
the Union for the last two or three 
years. 

In 1855, at the annual meeting of the 
Union, when the present Treasurer of 
the Union first accepted his appoint- 
ment, the indebtedness of the Society 
was stated to have been at the close of 
its fiscal year, March 31,more than sixty 
thousand dollars. ($61,333 25.) Nearly 
one half of this indebtedness ($30,620.- 
73) had been incurred during the year 
then closed ;— it might be said with a 
startling exactness, during the last 
month of the year; so infelicitous, yet 
almost universal, the practice of delay- 
ing the bulk of our contributions to the 
last moment ; —the average annual in- 
come being, on a comparison of the last 
preceding nine years, short of $100,000. 
($95,649 32.) In view of this indebt- 
edness and the embarrassments inevita- 
bly proceeding from it if allowed to 
continue, the Committee had at once 
“issued a circular, stating the facts in 
the case, the peril of the missions, the 
constraint they were under to withhold 
remittances except as the means should be 
contributed, and appealing to the mem- 
bers and friends of the Union to make 
special and generous efforts to effect the 
desired end before the (ensuing) meet- 
ing.” ‘They now made the additional 
statement, in their annual report at the 
meeting, that whereas it had been “nec- 
essary, in past years, owing to the delay 
of contributions until the last month of 
the year, to begin borrowing money in 
September or October, in order to 
make the ordinary monthly remittances,” 
— “the first remittances to the missions 
in the current year (1855-6) must be 
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proceeded to express their belief that 
the loans could not be effected, unless 
measures were taken “for the imme- 
diate liquidation of the deficiency.” 
“The men cannot be found who will 
undertake to obtain on their individual 
responsibility the means of thus pro- 
viding for current expenses, and for 
sustaining the burden of a debt amount- 
ing to more than $61,000.” It is un- 
necessary to quote from reports and 
circulars of subsequent years. 
With regard to the missions, the Com- 
mittee were still more provident to 
avert, or at least to alleviate the threat- 
ening evil. As early as the close of 
1854 a letter was sent to the missions to 
prepare for “the apprehended defi- 
ciency,” and “to lead to a gradual 
retrenchment of expenditures.” On 
the opening of the fiscal year next en- 
suing (1855-6) a second circular, more 
stringent, was sent, “ apprising the mis- 
sions of the necessity of reducing their 
ratio of expenditure; and they were 
requested to carry the measure, as far 
as practicable, into immediate effect.” 
“ A third circular was sent in July (of 
the same year, the exigency contin- 
uing,) informing the missions at what 
points and to what extent reduction 
would be indispensable.”* The meas- 
ure was “of course prospective,” to 
commence Oct. 1, ensuing, “ under the 
most favorable circumstances, — at the 
juncture of the seasons— which was 
also the beginning of the mission year ;” 
the Committee carrying into full effect 
“the schedule of the preceding year, 
(closing Oct. 1), except so far as re- 
* To show how severe would be the con- 
templated reduction and the extremity to 
which we were being driven, we will quote 
from the circular. ‘No provision,” it was 
said, “can be made for additional lands or 
houses,— none for schools with scarcely a 
solitary exception, not even for normal 
schools,— none for additional laborers or new 
fields. Some of the native preachers will bo 
unprovided for by us, and must rely on local 
contributions or native churches. Even the 
missionaries will have to curtail their expend- 
itures for travel in some instances, except | 


made by means of loans.” And they 


as indispensable for health. The allowances 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


412 


Remittances 


near the close of said year.” * 


This circular was sent to the missions 
in Asia. Meanwhile and during the 
advancing year measures were being 
taken to reduce expenditures in the 


French mission by three fourths, and i 


the German one half, besides cutting off 
the entire annual appropriation for Ger- 
man chapels; and to discontinue the 
Arracan, Bassa and Greek missions. 


The schedule of appropriations for th 


same year (1855-6) was adopted July 
81, and forwarded to the missions by 


the mail following. 


At the close of the fiscal year in April 
ensuing, a fourth circular was sent to 
the missions, of a similar tenor with the 
preceding, but pressing the necessity of 


still greater reductions. “The Com 


mittee will endeavor to make good the 


appropriations on their schedule to the 
1st of October ensuing ;” — so the cir- 


cular read; the schedule, it was said 


was “not abrogated ;” (and we may 
add in passing, the “endeavor” was 
successful ;)— the missions, neverthe- 
less, were “ earnestly desired to reduce 


trenchments had been * * * volunta- 
rily effected in some of the missions 
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said, “ will be found to be needed, con- 
sistent with the bare support of the 
missionaries.” (We ifalicise as in the 
original. Note also the limitation, “ con- 
sistent with the bare support of the 
missionaries.” 

The schedule for this last mission 
year, commencing Oct. 1, 1856, the 
terms of which were the occasion of the 
letter of E. C. L., was sent to the mis- 
sions under date of July 9. It was not 
until this late period, after so repeated 
and distinct premonitions to the mis- 
sions, concluding with the one last 
quoted, that “all reduction will be 
found to be needed, consistent with the 
bare support of the missionaries,” and 
not until after the distinct announce- 
ment to “the members and friends of 
the Union,” and to the Board, made at 
the annual meeting of 1854-5, nearly 
fifteen months before, and often reiter- 
ated, “of the constraint they (would 
be) under to withhold remittances ex 
cept as the means should be contrib- 
uted ;”” — it was not until after so long 
an interval, and so persevering endeav- 
ors to avert the necessity, that the Ex- 
ecutive Committee consented to the 
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on that schedule as early, and as much 
as (might) be practicable ;” and with 
regard to the schedule of the following 
year (1856-7) the missions were in- 
formed that it was “the unanimous 
opinion of the Executive Committee, 
after prolonged and anxious and sad- 
dened deliberation, that a further re- 


resort, the last resort, short of hazarding 
the credit of the Union, of issuing con- 
ditional appropriations.* 


* That our readers may know the precise 
form of the condition, we will quote from the 
obnoxious circular which accompanied the 
schedule. “In making these appropriations 


duction of expenditure was indispensa- 
ble; and they earnestly (called) upon 
the missionaries to second their endeav- 
“ All reduction,” the circular 


ors.” 


for repairs and other contingencies will need 
be put to the lowest point; and printing op- 


erations, in which we are aided by other So- 
cieties, must be reduced to the narrowest 
limits. The causes of all this we commit to 
the judgment of God. Enough that it is now 
atime for every true friend of missions, and 
every missionary, to do his best,— work 
kindly, prayerfully, humbly,—till the dis- 
pensation which has now come upon us be 
Overpast.”’ 

* An. Report for 1855-6. 


the Committee desire to be understood by 
the Missions as designing to indicate not so 
much the amount to be confidently antici- 
pated, as the objects to which remittances 
are to be applied. The Committee will re- 
mit according to the amount received into the 
treasury; but they do not hold themselves at 
liberty to increase the debt of the Union in 
anticipation of receipts which possibly would 
not be realized.” Subsequent paragraphs of 
the circular speak of the possibility that the 
receipts into the treasury might “ allow remit- 
tances to be made in excess of the appropria- 
tions ;”” guarding at the same time against in- 
curring “ expenditures in advance of appro- 
priations,” “which in part had compelled 
these retrenchments ;”’ and closing with “ the 
alleviating thought, that the hand of God 
was in all this,” and again,“ that the cloud 
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We revert to the question, Was the 
measure wise and expedient ?—On this 
point we do not propose here to go 
into an argument. The question is a 
matter of judgment, and will be dis- 
posed of, by those who look at it, ac- 
cording as facts come under their 
observation, and in the light of the prin- 
ciples which they bring to bear on the 
facts. Enough, if what we have said 
suffices to show that the measure was 
deliberately adopted by the Committee, 
and not wilfully, nor from caprice, nor 
from sudden fear. They adopted it be- 
cause, according to their deliberate 
judgment, they did “not hold them- 
selves at liberty to increase the debt of 
the Union in anticipation of receipts 
which possibly would not be realized.” 
The “debt of the Union,” be it noted, 
had again reached the sum of more 
than $50,000 ;— the average annual in- 
come being less than $100,000, and late 
experience having taught the sad lesson 
that the income might fall short ina 
single month by $30,000. 

We purposely abstain from remark- 
ing on the indispensableness of main- 
taining the financial credit of the Union 
above the reach of suspicion. It is 
needless for us to say, the Union can- 
not afford, the missionaries cannot af- 
ford, to allow its credit to be exposed to 
the least hazard. And we submit, 
whether, to judge at what point it would 
be liable to hazard, any man or body of 
men are more favorably situated than 
are the Treasurer of the Union and its 
Executive Committee. 

But the propriety and wisdom of the 
measure on which we have been re- 


will by and by be overpast; ’’—(the language 
addressed to the missionaries even in thickest 
darkness being to the last hopeful and cheer- 
ing.) The announcement in the first paragraph 
was accordingly carried into effect; the re- 
mittances, beyond a given amount carefully 
concerted between the Executive Committee 
and the Treasurer, being graduated substan- 
tially, thenceforward, “according to the 
amount received into the treasury.” 


Remittances to the Missions. 


413 


marking, are not sustained simply by 
the judgment of the executives. It has 
received, once and again, the sanction 
of the Board of Managers. In 1855, 
when the principle was first avowed, of 
“withholding remittances except as the 
means should be contributed;” no ex- 
ception to it was taken by the Board; 
nor again, in 1856, when the fact was 
historically announced, that remittances 
had accorded with the schedule of ap- 
propriations “so far as the monthly 
income (had) permitted.” It was the 
same in 1857, when the procedure was 
brought more formally to the notice of 
the Board in the report by the Execu- 
tive Committee, on “ Reduction of mis- 
sion expenditures.” “In making up the 
annual schedule,” said the Committee, 
“the alternative presented itself, whether 
to abide by the ordinary rule of sending 
to the missions monthly one twelfth of 
the aggregate annual appropriations, al- 
though in advance of the receipts, and, 
in order to do this with safety, reduce 
yet lower their aggregate amount — an 
extreme of reduction which in several of 
the missions would have been tanta- 
mount to direct extinction ;— or, re- 
fusing to adventure a further reduction, 
to ensure the safety of the larger rates 
by limiting the remittances, beyond the 
existing excess of more than $50,000, 
to the monthly income thenceforward 
realized. The Committee preferred the 
latter; and the issue approves their de- 
cision. None of the missions have been 
utterly laid waste by the reductions 
necessitated ; and though the remittances 
have been in part and for a time defer- 
red, the appropriations are eventually 
made good.” 

We adduce finally, in corroboration of 
the above statement, that the measure 
objected to has been and is sustained by 
the Board, the unanimous reélection, at 
their last annual meeting, of the Treas- 
urer of the Union, who had submitted 
to them through the Home Secretary 
the following letter, under date of April 
22, 1857. 


| 

| 

| 
| 

| 
| 
| 
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“To Rev. J. G. Warren, D.D., Cor. 

Sec., &e. 

“Dear Sir, — Having consented to 
take the oflice of Treasurer of the Union 
at a time when it was deeply involved 
in debt, and having pow served in that 
capacity two years, under embarrassing 
circumstances, during which time I have 
the satisfaction of knowing that the 
debt has been reduced about twenty- 
five thousand dollars ; and knowing that 
some of the prominent supporters of the 
Union, as well as some of its missiona- 
ries, feel that the full amount appropri- 
ated by the Executive Committee should 
be sent out monthly whether the receipts 
will authorize it or not, in which opin- 
ion I do not sympathize; — but believe 
that nothing short of economy and a 
general adherence to the previous course 
pursued by me will enable the Treas- 
urer to free the Union from debt and 
place it on a substantial basis ; — there- 
fore, in order that the Board at their 
annual meeting may be free from any 
embarrassment on my part, to elect 
some person of different views and fi- 
nancial strength to carry out the opin- 
ions of those who differ from me, I 
hereby, through you, tender to the 


Board my resignation of the oflice of 
Treasurer, to take eflect the 22d day of 


May next. 
“ Yours, respectfully, 
(Signed) “N. Boyrnron.” 


It was our purpose to comment on 
one or two other paragraphs of the let- 
ter, but our remarks are already ex- 
tended beyond our limits. We close 
with two suggestions. 1. So far as con- 
cerns the executives of the Union, mis- 
sionaries are not “left to struggle and 
suffer alone by those who are pledged 
to sustain them.” The developments in 
the statements just given, we think, suffi- 
ciently indicate, that others “ stand 
with them and struggle with difficulties.” 
2. As regards the Union, would its 
members dnd friends of missions relieve 
the missionaries, there is an obvious 
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alternative ; — Free the Union from 
debt, or equalize more nearly the monthly 
contributions. We see no third expe- 
dient. The Committee can bear either 
burden, if you so will it. But is it rea- 
sonable, is it just, to require them to 
bear both ? 


DONATIONS. 


RECEIVED IN SEPTEMBER, 1857. 


Maine. 


North Haven, Mrs. Lydia Wos- 
ter 4.75; Freeport, Rev. Rob- 
ert Mitehel, tor the Chinese 
Mission, 3.60; Bangor, Ist ch. 
and_soc. 100; Lubec, Village 


ch. 7; 

Alna and New Castle,ch. 50 ets. ; 
Jefferson, Mrs. H. Noyes 1; 
Nobleboro’, Ist ch. 50 ets. ; So. 
Berwick, ch. 4; Sanford, ch. 
6.53; Shapleigh, ch. 335; Al- 
fred Gore, ch. 5.22; Lyman, 
Miss M. Bracket 3; N. Roberts 
1; Waterboro’, ch. 23.70; Bux- 
ton, ch., of wh. 2 is fr. Sab. 
Sch., 18.50; DVarsonstield, ch. 
4.59; Limington, ch. 125; 
Kennebunk and Lyman, ch. 
7.50; Alfred, ch. 10; Damaris- 
cotta, J. Day, jr. 1; Damaris- 
cotta Asso. 13.39; Brynewick, 
Main st. ch. 4.22; Ist ch. 2.35; 
East Brunswick, ch. 1.75; Dea. 
RK. Jordan and family 5; Wind- 
sor, ch. 154; Weekes’ Mills, 
Mrs. White 60 cts.; Knox, ch. 
3.75; Valermo, Ladies’ Soc. 6; 
Waldo Asso. 21.69; Belgrade, 
ch. 273; West Sidney, ch. 
5.40; Solon, ch. 50 ets.; An- 
son. ch. 1.50; Bloomfield, ch. 
78.37; Waterville, ch. 64.11; 
Norridgewock, ch. 2; Mt. Ver- 
non, ch. 12; Leeds, H. Y. 1; 
Readtield, four friends 1.95; 
Mechanic Falls, ch. 1.50; Ox- 
ford Asso., J. Gross tr., of wh. 
7 is for German Mission, 33.85; 
Paris, ch. 18.15; Bucktield, ch. 
6.25; Oxford, Mrs. Hayes 1; 
Fayette, ch. 22.25; Bowdoin- 
ham Asso., W. KR. Prescott tr., 
14.25; Hallowell, ch. 18 86; 
Litchfield, Dea. J. Dennis 5; 
Greene, ch. 20.61; Monmouth, 
Ist ch. 5.75; Leeds, Fem. Miss. 
Soc. 6.13; Fayette, Fem Miss. 
Soc. 12; China, ch. 19; Rey, 
F. Merriam 4; to cons. Mrs. 
A. B. Clark, Rev. A. Hub- 
bard, Mrs. Abigail White and 
Rey. R. Bowler L.M., per Rev, 
F. Merriam, ageut, 


615.15 
New Hampshire. 


Nashua. Ist ch.. mon. con. six 
months, tocens. John M. San- 
born L, M., 159; Stratham, ch. 


4; 

Exeter, Elm st. ch. 210; Brent- 
wood, ch. 10.75; South Ham 
ton, ch. 25 cts.; Newton, ch. 
6.25; Rev. J. Upton 5; Dover, 


163.00 
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ch. 84.15; Plaistow, ch. 34.28; Bristol, ch., in part, 12.75; New 

Exeter, ch. 12; Jaffrey, ch. 5; Britain, ch. 8; per Rey. J. 

Antrim, G. P. Hall 5; B. F-. Aldrich, agent, 

Tenney 2, others 1.25; = 

; Canaan, ch. 2; Sanborn- 

ton, Ist ch. 2.75; Miss 8. B. New York. 

Walton 1; New Hampton, ch. New York city, “a church mem- 

4.40; Meredith, 2d ch. 3.25; ber” 

Hinsdale, ch. 5.11; Fitzwil- Union Asso. 19.15; Sing Sing 

liam, ch. 10; Concord, Ist ch. ch. 111.85; Tarrytown, ch. 

21.57; Hopkinton, ch. 3.50; 41.50; Carmel, ch. 23; Peeks- 

Henniker, ch. 10.50; | Salis- kill, ch. 2750; Yorktown, ch. 

bury, ch. 2.60; Fisherville, ch. 5; Bediord, ch., of wh. 21 is 

30.79; Meredith Asso., H. C. fr. F. M. Soc., 42; Banksville, 

Green tr., 7.30; Keene, ch. 8; ch. 85; Patterson, ch. 11.40; 

Manchester, Ist ch. 20; Rhoda Cross River, ch. 7; M. 

M. Clark 1; Hebron, ch. 5; Towner 5; Mrs. A. M. Miller 

Milford Asso., J. Atwood tr., 5; Kent, 2d ch. 3.50; per Rev. 

39.18; Wilton, Sab. Sch. 2; O. Dodge, agent, 

Bow, Rhoda Robinson 5; per New York Asso., Stamford, Ist 

Rey. H. Tonkin, agent, : ch. 14.40; Bethesda, eh. 15.75; 
per Rey. O. D., agent, 

ch., in part, of wh. 55 is fr. 

Vermont. Sab.sch., 155; Horseheads, ch. 

Johnson, ch. 10.50; Jericho, Rev. 0. D. 
re 4 gent, 

— ch. Stephentown Asso. 22.30; Nas- 
14.79; Charlotte, Rev. EL W. sau, Ist ch. 10, 2nd ch. 4; N. 
Allen 5; Cornwall, ch 1; Ad- ( hatham, ch, 2; Stephentown 
dison Asso. 8 70; Bristol, C. ch. 16.60; D. Tyler 5; Peters- 

W. Hodges 50 cts.; New Ha- burgh, ch. 4.16; F lat Brook, 
ven, Dea. A. 8. Wright 1; D., 
Saratoga Asso., Galway, 2nd 
H. Tonkin agent 68 99 eh. 7.253 Providence, ch. 9; 
84.49 Aaron Cook 3; Isaac Thorn 

. 1; Wm. Stilwell 1; T. Van 

Stillwater, 2nd church, in pt., 

31.22; Halfmoon, Ist in 

Boston South Asso., Dea. D. part, 20.76; per Rev. O. D., 
Sanderson tr., Foxboro’, ch., : agent, 
of wh. 25 is fr. Fem. Miss, Reusse.aersville Asso., 20.44; 

Soc., to educate I. 8. W. Toer- Reuben Stanton 25; Renssel- 

, a pupil in Rev. Dr. Wade's aersville, ch. 27; Preston Hol- 
theol. sch., Burmah, $2.30; EF. low, ch. 16; Westerloo, eh., 
Stoughton, ch. 12; West Med- of wh. 15.55 is fr. F. M. Soe., 
way, ch. 20; Roxbury, Dua- 24.71; Berne and Knox, ch. 
ley st. ch., result of a young 8; Aurey St. John 25; Green- 
convert’s first efforts for mis- ville, chi..of wh. 10 is fr. PF. 
sions, to be appropriated to M. Soc., 31; South Durham, 
the printing of Matthew in ch. 3; Sloansville, ch. 8.25; 
the Byhai language, 60; Brook- Duanesburgh and Florida, ch. 
line, ch. and cong., Dea. D. 38.96; Charleston, ch. 8.13; 
Sanderson tr., mon. con. in Flat Creek, ch. 1180; New 
Sept. 27.46; Baltimore, ch. 18; Catharine 

Sturbridge Assv., Wales, ch. 50 K. Stanton 2; Mary Leggett 

Haverhill 1st ch., Geo. Appleton 50 ets.; Stephen M. Hollen- 
tr.. Mre Geo. Keely Law. 25; per Rev. O. D., 

nee, Ist ch, annual sub., in went, 
41.98; Northampton, ch. Hudson River North Asso., 
7; 1 Sand Lake, 2nd ch., in part, 

Gratton, Ist ch. 1625; Gran- 3.70; Schodack, ch., in part, 

ville, ch. 32.25; Holyoke. Ist 3.25; per Rev. O. D., agent, 

ch. 15; Russell, ch. 12; Ches- Dutchess Asso., George Conk- 

terfield, ch. 6; Rehoboth, ch, lin tr., 10.05; Miss Lorain 

21; Raynham, ch. 15; See- Lawrence 5; Franklindale, 

konk, ch. 14.50; Swansea, ch. ch. 2; Irene Crocker 10; M. 

8; Worcester, Pleasant st. ch., KE. Winchell 2; per Rey. O. 

mon. con. 9.54; South Gard- _D.. agent, ‘ 

ner, ch. 14 43; Feltonville, ch. Cayuga Asso., 11.04; Fleming, 

14; Barre, ch. 12.40; Temple- ch. 1; Cato, ch. 6; Throops- 

ton, ch. 7; Harvard, ch. 1; ville, ch. 16.50; Sennett, ch. 

Sterling, ch. 1; Wachusett 1; Scipio, ch. 51; Weedsport, 

Asso. 18.95; per Rey. J. Al- ch. 4.50; Auburn, ch. 42; per 

drich, agent, " Rev. H. A. Smith, agent, 182.04 

Harmony Asso., 49.56; May- 

we 18.02; resets, ch. 
. 72; Jamestown, ch. 18.34; 

Rhode Island: Busti, ch. 82.06; Ashville, ch. 

; Ripley Centre, cl. 5.21; 

Providence, George J. Sherman, Frewsburgh, ch. 8; Clymer, 

for def., ch. 2; Dewittsville, ch. 1.72; 

French Creek, ch., of wh. 83 

Connecticut. cts. is fr. Sew. Soc., 8; a 

: friend 10; to cons. Richard E. 

Sharon, Abigail Hunt, per Rev. Winsor L. M., per Key. H, A. 

O. Dodge, agent, S., agent, 
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mer Asso., Marcellus, ch. 
lly, ch. 1.50; Vesper, 
ch. 11.71; Fabius, ch. 42.92; 
Onondaga, ch. 7.75; Brewer- 
ton, ch. 35; Plank ‘Road, ch. 
26.41; to cons. Dea. James 
Pierce, L. M., per Rev. H. A. 
S., agent, 
Ontario Asso., Benton, ch. 
ch. 3.25; Geneva, 
1.29; Reed’s Corners, ch. 
Rev. Geo. 5; 


11.10; "Albion, 2; 
eh. 6.75; Hannibal, ch 4; 
North Mexico, ch. 425; Pu- 
laski, ch. 10.75; South Rich- 
land, ch. 51.75; Central Sq. 
ch. 5 5.50; per Rev. H. A. 8., 


agent, 

Yates Asso., 21.23; Prattsburgh, 
ch. 22; Towlesville, ch. 8.50; 
Italy Hollow. ch. 5; Italy Hill, 
ch. 4.26; Pultney, 2nd ‘ch. 2} 
Penn Yan, ch., with other do- 
nas. to cons. Cyrus C. Crane 
L. M., 85.39; per Rev. H. A. 
S., age ent, 

Steuben Asso. 29.96; Tyrone, 
ch. 39.18; Masters Waldo and 
Edd Royce 20 cts.; Fidie 
Noble 5 cts.; Tyrone and Jer- 
sey, ch. 40; Avoea, ch.8; Bath 
Village, ch. 5; Barrington, ch. 
of wh. 6.83 is from Sab. Sch, 
56.83; Cameron, ch. 3.17; Mead 
Creek, ch. 2; Jersey, ch. 5; 
Howard, ch. 8; Warsaw, ch. 
27; Urbana, ch. 20; Reading, 
ch. 10; Oak Hill, ch. 25; Milo, 
Ist ch. 364; Wayne. ch. 16.50; 
Dix and Orange, ch. 2; Camp- 
bell and Bath, ch. 13.42; with 
other donas. to cons. Mrs. O. 
B. Call, Mrs. Philetus Olney, 
Mrs. 8. 8. Wixson and Rev. J. 
Davis Carr L. M., per Rey. H. 
A. 5., agent, 

St. Lawrence Asso., in part; to 
cons. Rev. Greaton Brand’ L. 
M., per Rey. H. A. S., agent, 


110.01 


314.90 


100 00 


—— 2151.60 


Pennsylvania. 


Tioga A J. L. Kingsbu 
tr., 5.60; Frankford. a friend, 
tow. sup. of Sau Shapau, a 
nat. Karen preacher in Toung- 
00, 22; 


Ohio. 


Stockport, Rev. Wm. Mears 6; 
a River Asso., L. Gould 
tr.. 

Owl Creek, ch, 26.42; Radnor, 
ch. 7.78: Chester, ‘ch. 8.21; 
Martinsburg, ch. 5; Chester- 
ville, ch., of wh. 5 is fr. Sab. 
Sch.. 17; Harmony, ch. 1.23: 
Mt. Vernon Aseo., of wh. 7.55 

r tr., 2798; Clear Creek, ch. 
7; Beaver, ch. 3; Corinth, ch. 
2.20; Miss Clarke 1.68; —_ 
Martha Wood 1; Zoar Asso 
8.49; per Rey. H. "Davis, DD. D, 6% 


Indiana. 


Rochester, Rev. C. P. J. Bab- 
cock, for mission ae at 
Henthada, p= Rey. A. 8. 
Ames, agent, 


Donations. 


177.94 
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per Rey. A. 8S. 

agen 

F Asso, 24.95; A. Head- 
ley, W. Cheeney, Mr. Whita- 
ker, I. W. Sanders and W. 
Kay 5 each, for ae 4 house at 
H., 25; per Rey. A. 8S. A., 
a gent, 

Tipp ppecanioe Asso. 11.07; Attica, 

3; Bowles "40 cts.; 
Kev. E. L. Millis, for miss. 
ape at i, 5; per Rey. A. 8. 
ent 

White Asso. 16.60; Bed- 
ford Asso. 8; Laughery Asso. 
8.31; Union Asso. 
2; Rev. W. T. Stott 2; M. 
Quick 2: J. 2; 
Kev. A. 8. A., agent, 

Northern Ind. Ass., South Bend, 
ch. 5; Fort Wayne, Rev. U: 
B. Millar, for miss. house at 
H.,5; per A. S. A., agent, 

Huntington Asso., Logansport, 
ch., per Rey. A. agent, 

White Water Valley ate per 
Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 


22.00 


Illinois. 


Virden, ch., mon. con. 80; La- 
marsh, ch, 7.65; Aurora, ch., 
mon. con. 10; Sparta, ch., 
mon. con. 25; 


Michigan. 
Jackson Asso., Jackson, ch. 7.60; 


Grand River Asso., Tonia, ch. 
5; per Rev. ALS. Ames, agent, 


Wisconsin. 
Janesville, ch. 


Iowa, 


Pella, ch., E. Bockenooger tr., 
mon. con. 


Alabama. 
Prattville, John T. Smith 


Germany. 


Calw, Wiirtemburg, colls. per 
Rey. Chr. G. Barth, D.D., to 
be used by Rev. J. Wade, D. 
D., in reprinting sundry tracts 
and books, 


Legacies. 


Harvard, Ms., Eleanor Willard, 
per Wm. B. Willard Exr., 

Seekonk, Ms., Miss Lydia Mun- 
roe, per Wm. 8. Munroe, Exr., 


100.00 
£0.00 


160.00 


822. $4,822.09 
Total fr, April 1 to Sept. 30, 1857, $27.04; 33. 


Donations in Goods. 


W. Wardsboro, Vt., Sab. Sch. 1 
album quilt, for Rev. M. J. 
Knowlton, 

Providence, R. I., P. Davis & 
Son box Pain 
Rev. M. H. Bixby 
Rev. N. Harris 6; i or A 
goon Mission 5; 


$5.00 


| 
| 
101.03 49.95 
19.47 
. S., agent, 25.29 
cs Ss 
47.91 
| 
10.00 
6.18 
5.00 
— Wel 
148.38 
72.05 
12.60 
| 20.00 
15.00 
27.60 240.00 
5.00 


